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Knowledge through
AMMA'’s Eyes

By holding hands and sharing knowledge and experience, new horizons of
knowledge will open in the highest realms of science and technology to those
thirsting for knowledge in India and other parts of the world especially to students,
teachers and researchers. Today, we are witnessing the world becoming a single
village. This is due to the efforts nations are putting towards cooperating in all fields.
Thus, they are becomiing like one. This venture to collaborate and share knowledge
is 3 gigantic step in this direction.

Krnowledge is llke a river-its nature is to flow. The dharma of knowledge is to flow to
all corners of the world and nourish cultures there. We should never stem its flow
and thereby turn itinto a stagnant pond. Itis said that knowledge is the greatest gift
one can give, for knowledge is imperishable. Even if we light a thousand lamps from
one flame, the |ustre of the first lamp never diminishes. Similar is the greatness of
knowledge. Knowledge does not-diminish, no matter how much it is shared. In fact,
the more you give, the more it develops and expands.

By sharing knowledge and experiences, we can pravent the flower that is this world
from ever wilting and ensure it remains eternally beautiful, By bringing together
diverse streams of knowledge, we can create a magnificent river. May this great river
of knowledge flow to caress the countries and communities of the world. May it
overflow the borders between people and countries. May it impart the water of life
to all humanity and thus nurture the bloaming of culture throughout the world.



. Her Holiness Satguru Mata Amritanandamayi Devi

Chancellor, Amnta Vishwa Vidyapestham
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I ﬂSpﬂ Fed by the Great Sufi Mystic, Rumi;
L&

Do nol beSalishied wilh the stories that come pelore yain Unfold vour own mlh

we at the cdtonal Board have come acrass and emcouraged orgina!l stones-anc ex
pafiences this ume arounii

Way back somewhere in the middle of August, we gave out the first clarion call for con-
tributions. We hardly got any entries. As the slogan says, “When the going gets tough,

the tough get going!™ we figured that the going wasn't really getiing tough. yet! Decem-

ber passed, so did the semester and we were left with a handful of articles and poems
and many hands full of photographs. We figured at this rate, Dhwani'13 would have to
be a coffee table book rather than a college magazine!

Along came the Even Semester, with all its events and programs and final year project
reviews beckoned the fourth years as much as the clubs did the first year kids. And the
gaoing was getting tougher, and our deadlines were getting closer. And just like our
South Indian Sambar Vada. lalent is best served Hol; and so we got the best of the
contributions which you see now in the magazine. And the slogan proved nght (which
is why it became a slogan in the first place | guess!).



Guided by our pillars of suppor, our faculty editors, we got the magazine done with all
ils formalities and informalities. | have o thank all our faculty editors here, for their
continuous support throughout this magazine's creation. AND of course, how can |
not thank all our language editors who lived through all the problems with the conver-
sion of fonls and the zillion soltware preblems they encountered while doing the mulli-
media work and produced iripressive language sections
It's bean a journey, a journey that taught us many lessons and provided us with quite
a bit of enterfainment as well
And with our inspiration, the great Rumi's guate

L

ne=d 10 oo anywhere- jourmeay within vo

~ all
“wg il

we wish you a Happy Amritadhwani Read.

We are proud to bring to your
notice that AMRITADHWANI 2012
was awarded the Tamil Nadu Best

College Magazine Award for the
academic year 2011-2012 by
DIVYODAYA.




155




Annual Report

Happenings
Institution Day | Sports Meet | Abdul Kalam's Adress | Convocation
First year Inaugural | Smi Dagubati’'s address | Kalam's adress

Club Reports

Vajra | Astra | Natyasudha | Ragasudha | Astha | SAE | Srishti

Ink Blots

English | Tamil | Telugu | Hindi | Malayalam | Opinion Poll

Rendezvous

Nostalgia



Annual
Report

2012-2013
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As an Engineering School, we are 18 years
old now and 9 years as part of the
University - AMRITA VISHWA
VIDYAPEETHAM, a University of great
repute accredited by
and categorized by MHRD in the top

category, working under the benevolent
uidance of AMMA.
99



Basic Academic

Programmes

The School of Engineering runs eight undergradudte proarams leading to B.Tech,
Dagres with a tol annual intake of 1020 students in the fallowing branchs

(i) Electronics & Communication 180

(i) Computer Science 300
(ili) Electrical & Electronics 120
(iv] Mechanical Engineering 180
(v) Aerospace Engineering 60
(vi) Chemical Engineering 60
(vii) Civil Engineering 60

(viii) Electronics & Instrumentation 60

Our Post-Graduate Programmes:

* MTech VLS Design ‘EH‘IJJEEI:J'I'{UJ','LEHL';‘ ‘Cnginesrng Dewon” Infegraad
Desian and Marmfmctarmg™ -Computer Vision & Imaos Procsssing '
Compuitalional Englnesiting and Ntwarking* o= Blettronics® Allomesive
Enginearing "Compuler Scidbcs and Enginesting,

Chernical Engmeerng “Ris-medloal Eyaginesang "lemoles Sensing ans
Wirslzss Sonsar Nenwnrks™ Cvber .é:u:u.r-'.riy‘ (TIEALC CORES

I
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M.tech Students
516

MCA Students
140

=t ) aFetal



End Semester
cxamination Results

The pass percentage for BTech. program is 94% with 18% distinctions; for
M Tach. program 98.98% with 32.144% distnetion, PG Piploma 963% with
33.32% distinction, MCA T100% with 11,1196 distinction, MSW 100% with
56.67% distinction, BA Communicition $5.65% with 13.04% distinction, MA
Communication 10006 with 64.71% distinction and PG Diploma in
Journalism 100% with 100%: distinction.

Program sty Mt
B.Tech program 94% 18%

M.Tech program 98.8% 32.14%
PG Diploma 96.3% 33.33%
MCA 100% 11.11%
MSW 100% 66.67%
BA Communication 95.66%  13.04%
MA Communication 100% 64.7 1%

PG Diploma in Journalism  100% 100%
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Admission

The admission to aur 8:Tech: Program 15 purely on the basis of rank obtained in the
Entrance Examination conducted by Amrita University on all [idia basis. The exarm was.
conducted at 78 Cities In 122 Cantras. Mere than 25,000 candidates sppearad for BTech,
[Entrance Exam. in 2012

To M Tach, we give direct admission ta GATE candidates. Far others, the admission is based
on academic pedormance and inteview, For MCA, the atmizsioh is based on the rank
abtained in the Entrancz Test canducied lyy us followed by imterview and academic
performance In the qualifying degreeaxam,

30,000

Candidates appeared for B.Tech Entrance Exam in 2012



INnfrastructure

Intermet

« The intemet bandwidth has gone up to 2 tetal of 180 Mbps.
» The campus hasa 1Gbps connectivity to the National Knowledge Network under the
Mational Mission for Education thmugfn ICT {NMEICT] of MHRD.

- We have conducted aver 250 hrs, of onlling tralning threugh e-leaming methodology to
other campuses and various pramier institutions n the counitry.

Laboratories

. Our computer lubs are equipped With the latest machines and worli<tations. Facilites
are available from 6 AM 1o 11 PM all year round.

» CAD/CAM Lab, VLS| and imaae processing labs have the latest zoftwars in the respective
areas,

- A Surface Roughness Tester — CarlZeiss costing 1.50 lacs: has been added in the dept. of
Mech: Engingering

- CAE Software— MSC NASTRAN, ADAMS AND COMSOL - added in the Mech. Engineering
lzb costing 7.50 Lakhs
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Library

Qur librasy has 55,700 books of which 3000 were added in the current academic
year. We subscrelbe ta 125 Imternatienal Joumals: 260 Natlonal Joumals and 13
Newspapers, Also we have 14 Online Databases as listed below -

» ACM Digital LibraryiAsspciation of Comiputing Machinery |
» ASCE Library (Amancan Souety of Civil Engineers)

» ASME Digital Library {American Society of Mechanical Engineers)
« ASTM Standards and Engineering Diaital Library

« Caplitaline

» EBECO

« IRID{India business insight data base)

» IEEE Xplore (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Enginesrs)
- J-Gate

« MeGraw-HIll Access Enginearing

» ProQuest

» Springer Link

» Science Direct

« Amrita Digital Liliary (Stunny Buffalo)

We have Annual Membership of DELNET, |ETE,CMTI{Central Manufacturing
Technology Institutel and Life Memberstup of IE] - The Institution of Engineers
india

The library it kept open from 800 AN ta 12400 PMon all warking days and fram
9:00 AM t:5:00 PM on holldays.

*eeoee
®©e$ 3000

new books during current academic year




Necicderiidnl

The institution is gradualty moving towards a fully residential type. We have a total of
& hosteis in the campus - & for boys and 2 for girls, accommodating nearly 5000
students. Ninety percent of the students live in the hostels. We are adding
accommodation for more and mere Inmates every year,

id
’ x 500 -i:;ﬂ:;da_tlun

on Campus

Thers are dose to 200 family quartess incuding bungalowws, three badroom llats,
tivia-bedroom flats and bacheior accommodation, New residential bulldings are
r2anng complaton.

M X 200 soraunes

| would like to place on record that we have three piants for waste water treatment
and re-use. The entire waste water after veatrment is used {or irrigation-and the solid
waste as manure. We aiso separate plastics, mexals and food waste ar the source itsalf

and prepare |t for m}u:ﬂng.

« Aswimming pool of citeaory-1 of Dlympic size (30525M], together with gallery for
100 people, showar, changs rooms and doak roomy are provided. 2.5 Millien [itres of
water is filtered in six hours by pressure sane filter method

« Iy our 350+ acre campuy there |5 a speorts ground with a 400m track, separate courts
forbasket ball, volley ball, badminton, tannis and two separate well equipped
gymnasia for boys and gils.

- Asynthetic Shuttle badminton court and 2 new gyim with state of the art facilities
« Construction of twa additional Football fields, 400 Me=. International Standard

Auiletic Track with Gallery, Separate Indoor Areaand Basketball Court for girls are
nearing completion.



Faculty ©. /o7

We fyave 384 il memdars of reachinieg faculty and .« marching ruribeer ol fon-ssacking
staft  This S wEllover the nlirtlaars as per SHCTE nopms thal beings our tsadher student
Rt e 11T I sdydivien to thase, stafl regquirad 1or @ity anspon, mamnang:,
giardrening ang smiiar centrzlized faolines ae pronded by rhs Ashram

e ' ‘Faculty - Student
. 'Ratio

Aboat 35% af our facuity have PhuD Begree m thelf resoective disciplines. more than 50
Fave Master's and the remalilng 1 5% have Bachelors Dearse

AMPBITA Fras Usen encalimging ant panslly spons0nfa N5 laculty foy higher studizs Many
arg pureaihg el M T20ivPh, D el tame oF et U stassats o Amyie 2], Miny o
iharmn have jomed back the instie after acquunng Ph 0 rgim vanaus instiiunons such ay
I1T. A fere mare have subiitted their thesis and are meaiting their degres.

HR Degmrment s aking s ol e2cuitment processes mainmining data ixank ol
facuityistatl, haaded by Dpector - MR Tha d2pl gives prme Impenance 1o Jmprove o
Tucully profilz_ Yor winch we do carmpus inrnews ar iz and MiTe



Awards & Recognitions

¢ Wgg, e URet L TYR Sushngmae — a hybrrd agrostat which is 2 compination of 4 Kive and
an agrostat, was successfully test flown on 122,13, The hybnd aerostat has wide spread ap-
plications ranaing from border security to agriculturs,

< T Rajash Sanuhilk e of Asrospace Enginesring and students — Amirita team was selected
for second raund presentation on 22,1,2013 agver 600 participants in the st level compari-
tions across the world for developing aninnovative concept tor “Passenager Comfort in air-
craft cabin’ sponsored by AIRBUS-Europe.

Clae Ltk Paane wwarzn, Vice-Chairperson, Department of CSE - Membier Board af Studies
and Doctoral Committee of Sother Universities,

O Had hika. Associate Professor, Dept, of CSE- Member Board of Stucdies /Doctoral Com-
mitiee of 4 other Universites

« D1, K E S8 Vice=Chair, Depr of BEE - Reviewer of Imternational Jourmals, Session Chair of
FICCl Conference, Membar of Adwisor Board of Online International Journals.and member of
omanizing committes of intemationat conference

< Die 5 Bufamuiugan of EEE - Member of Editorial Boarg, Organizing Committee al intema:
tional conference, reviewer of tectinical papers in & Tavior & Frandis Joumal,

+ MM Krchina Prebash of BEE; served as member IEEE Screening Committes, |EEE Stan-
dards Working Group and Chair. National Conferences,

« Brof, K Gangadhartan, My, Prastiam RN e i, Sreaval=an, ana Mg, K. Bindu are serv-
ing as ACM International (’.ullemate Pragramming Contest [ICPC) site Directors and Manag-
ars,

M Prathant B s has been elected Chair-Incdustry Dutreach ¢f the JEEE Education Sacl-
ety at the national level aswall as an Executive Committee member of IEEE Magras Saction
for the year 2012. He has also has been nominated ta the National Studsnt Committes of
Computer Saciety.of India (€5 and as Associate Editar for a Springer Journal, €SI Transac:
tions on ICT.

o fAr T Sabarisr, Assistant Profassor (e, Gri- |T has baen confened the Computer Socisty
of India Natiopal award, “Active Participation- Youna mamber” in recognition of his effarts.
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"Globadl Advances and Innovations In [T and Management’, Gwaliar, He has also been Invited as
an Assotiate Editor of
ULEG.

= e Y Rameshkunsar has been invited to review techniial papers for 5 interpational journals of
repute including 1EEE and EJOR

< Dr. & Thirwmaling has been invited to revigw technical papers for fournal of Bioenergy - Taylor &
Francis '

- 12 PG Eslesshyn has besn invited to review technical papers far 5 international Jourmals Inclugl
ing EJOR

- bir 2 Gokulachandron hasheen invited 1o review technical papers for - Two Intematienal Jour
nens

= O K Shailendnra was appainted as amember of the Doctoral Committee, Anna Liniversity
and reviewed two journal papers.

- 4, Badhie B lyer was invited to be Ph.D Examiner in Kannur University and Mysore University.
Shea alsa reviawed journal papears.

o i Astwan Ganssun served as a raviewer for two international journals in Discrete Mathemat-
1=

< e ) Revighandimnserved as 3 reviewer for the Intermational Journal " The TOM
« De. Kumsr Abhinhek _served as a reviewer for 3 International Journals

- 4 5 Kilhiiks served asa reviewer, for the Journal of Nonlinear Analysis: Hybrid Systemsin
2012,

« De Tl Suthessh Bahu of Dept.of Sciences (Chemistry)was the Chiet Guest for Resonance 2013
~An Inter-university Chemistry Competition, Gandhigram Rural University.

=), Paranjotfindling am, Chaliperson of Master of Socisl Work was invited as 2 fesolrce
parsan by the Academic Staff Collage, Bharathiar University.



Ph.D Awarded

A. By Amrita University :

Dr, MR Sindlu of EEE

Or, M Elangovan, Mech. Engg,

. Babudevasenapathi. Mach, Enga.
Dr. P Suptiva of EEE

Or. B, Yamuna of ECE

B. By Other Universities:

Dr. M, Kannan of Chemical Enga, From M.G. University
Dr. V. Vanitha of EEE Dept. by Anna University

Dr, N. Radhila, Mech. Engg, Anna University

Dr. R (reepa of ECE Dept., by Anna University

Br. R. Aruldoss. of Mathematics Dept., Bharathidasan
Univarsity

Or, 8.)CGruthika, Mathematics Dept. Bharathlar Univer-
Gity

Or. R Thilagavatby of Dept, of Sciences from Avinashil
mgam Univ.

Apart from the above, many faculty members a1e cur-
rently doing Ph.D at Amprita, Anna University, IITs, Kerala
Univarsity, Cochin Univarsity, KT H.University etc et

New Faculty inducted

28 Faeitily ey have Joinad e Sl dutindg the
CUTTRML ACEOPMIC e They fiast Bver sabction (7 yar)
ous ymubons e 5T 1Sc MIT and Diniverumes abeopcd
ke Rochiestsn Flonida trst O Tecnmoloaw, MTU Singa

PaTE
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St%%evements

Dept. of Aerospace Engineenng

Around 20 Rnal year students have nualified at the GATE 2012 exam all within the top 500
All Inellia Ranks, Flve of these students are in the top 20, Mr. Sathish Kurmnar M, of 2008 batch
has secured All India Rank-2.

Dept, of Clyemical Engingering

» G Harsha Vardhan Reddy and ArunM, Deepa hWaheswarl of Znd year Chemical Engineer:
ing secured firs? prize in the event THEN' as a part of AMOKHA 12, Annual tech festof
Amilta School of Englnessing Ettimadal, Colmbatore

» Dinesh Kand FTR Gupra of 20d year Chemical Engineering participatad in the ntema:
tional Confarence an Talent Crisis in Oil and Gas industry conducted by London school of
Energy studies in collaboration with T Madras held at IT Madsas.

« NikRI Hajeev and Abhik Majumder ol 2nd year Chémical Enaineering got the Bost |dea
award in the avent'EUREKA” sinnual tech fest of Sastra University, Thanjavur.

»Anjitn S af 4th year Chemical Engineering secured 4th place in the National All India Man-
agement Association Student Jhiz

» Anjan S and Saikripasankar of 4th y2ar Chemical Enginearing secured 15t place in the na-
ronal level quiz competition.organized by Erode Builders Assoziation

+ Five students.of of 4th year B Tech (Chenical Engineening ) qualified GATE 2012

Their detalls ars given below.

Jayesh Krishnakumar 137

Vignesh Ravishankar 1fs0
Mukund Rao 1143
Rohit Satish 1083

Abinesh Pandian 1X 5



- Viral R Chandran of lll year Chemical Engineering won 3rd Prize in paper presentation

+ G. Harsha Vardhan Reddy of lll year Chemical Engingering won 3rd Prize in Elocution
(Telugu) during Gokulashtami celebrations 2012

+ B, Vishal of final year Chernical Engineering has won Regional Champmnqhip in Coim-
hatare Region Final of Tata Crucible Campus Quiz 2013 and have been awarded Rs:
75000/- Cash Prize for the success.

- Final year B. Tech Chemical students, Dharani Sundara Rajan, Mythreyi Unni and Santosh
N § won 2nd Prize Youth Innovation Choice Competition held 1CT Mumbai.

» Final year B. Tech Chemical students Amruthalakshmi V, Dharani Sundara Rajan, Mythreyi
Unni and Santosh N Swon 15t Prize at Titan's of Innovation, Titan Industries, Bangalore

Dept. of Civil Enginazering

Vivek Aditys N Kaviva 3. Sruthi TK. Ronak J D, Tharanh M. B.LP. Dheermj Swamy, M: Krishna.
Challhanya and K. Srintvas woen pirizes ar vanous technical competitions held at different
umiverdities and erganlzations in Tamlinadw

Computer Science & Engineering

« SofinF, JapalVinash Joshi, viyshall B, Boggamm Achyut Sarma, Palghat Sublamanian Sni-
nath, Mehul Kumar Y, Vishal M, Karthik Subramanian, Chidambaram M, San)ay Bharadh-
waj, Krith N, Harikumiar V Nivedhita 5 Mrinal Purchit ¥, Suganth S, Vishwesh 5, Shyam K,
Seana Teresa George and Aparna K won prizas and medals in varlous tachinical contests
and competitions held by other universities and institutions.

Eiectrical & Electronics Engg,

« A Barch of five students from the Fre-Final yaar of EEE Department, Amiita School of £0-
gineering, Coimbators: won joint third prize and they recsived a cash prize of 51250, Cer-
tificatle and Trephy In the Texas Instruments Indls Analbg Design Cantest (TIADC) an all
India basis among 15 1eams in the Rnal round, The best fifteen wams ware selected in
phase Tamong 156 t2ams They did a project titled WIRELESS 3D ROROTIC ARM WITH
FORCE QUANTIFICATION USING EMG.

- Tearn Memben are: Akshaykrishna U, Dhananjavan £5, Lohit L. Sabarinath 5, Shiva D
« Snzha Marasimiian, BTech, EEE final yesr student went e KTH University lor daing hae

final year project as part of student exchange program hetwesn KTH and Amrita Vishwa
Vidyape=tham
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» Vignesh Sand Lohith Lankipalll presented papes, participatad in seminar and won
medals and prizes from variaus universities and professional organizations

S ‘I 2 5 Cash prize
/' for TIADC

Elecrronics & Communication Engg, and Electronics & Instrumentation
- Higher studies

Stuclents got adrnission for pastgraduate studies In Arizona State Unlversity, North Garalina
State University, Clemson Upiversity, University of Colorado at Bouldar, 115¢(2), 1M Bangalors(1],
(M Shillongl(2)

« Other Achievements

Amirita TIDE Innovation Contast 201 1-2012 conducted by Amrita Technology Busingss Inculia-
tor furthe (dea ‘Integrated Village Developmeant”

Swathi Venkatash{ECEO9264); Narayanan Rengasamy{ECEOS037); Vasudevan
RamachanclrantECEN9268) and Venkatesh Vishnu Anirudh (ECEQ9269) of final vear ECE won.

Kurukshetra 2013 (the Battle of Brains)
Shruthi Anand has participated In the event paper prasentation and
secured SECOND place held in CEG, Anna University,

“TATA CRUCIBLE CAMPUS QUIZ 2013
S, Bharadwaa) Rajan of ECE wan the Regional Championship in the CBE
Regional Final and won cash prize of R5,75000/-

-Naran(Against Drug Addiction)

Saravanan Bl lll year) and his tearn  produced 30 short film, revolutionalizing the hsgld of
shiort films with Indiz’s fivst nan-animated 3D short film, 7. 1t was screéenad in Kafalarangam on
O5/08/12



Dept, of Infacmatian Technelogy

«Internationil Waotkshop Postar _ _
M. Niranjar. M5, Sal Preathy and S Ajlith presentad 2 paper. at the 4th |BM Collaberative Aca-
demia Research Exchange Bald at Indian Institine of Science, Bangalare,

« Fiest Rank in Incdi i Cisco Net Biders competition

Mi. MU Preeth| and Mr. Rabul Goyal got first rank i the Natfonal level Cisco CCNA Met Ridars
competition 2012,

- [Flest in IdBas for Future Contest
Ms. V. De=ptin, Ms,Substhia K. and Ms, N, Shabala won first firize for [deas for Future Coritest at

Shakn - College girls’ compuring conference in2nd Amirits intemational Conference of Women in
Computing at Coimbatare campus,

« IEFE Amirita <tudent brinch wabsite adjudged as ona of the Bagt in Asia Pacific r2glon

The website of the |EEE studént branch of Amsila School of Engineering, Combatare,
herp/mww.amnitasduiieseche won third prize in the IEEE Region 10 Websire Competitions.

Bust C5) Student chapter sward for Amnta Sehool of Engineermy, Colmustors

The student chapter of Compiuter Sm::e:ty of India 1CE1 of Amrita Schoolof Enginesiing, Colir-
batore was au:i}udge:i as the hest C3| student chapter in India for the year 20112012,

Dept. of Machuanical Enginesring

itad five student publications in Itemations] Jourmals |
«lin Confetences, BVizhny preseatad papen in different eooferencas in Boland, Singapore, [ET
Chennal, SIAT. R Afaykilshnan, & Ashok, € Manibazlan and S Dharani also had joined him.

Student’s participation in campetitions

v I \Vishnu- Winner of Technicat Quotient by Malindra & Mahindia
o HarikeishianaT - Ind posithin in ROBO works at 1T -Madras
« Balaji R teatn: i itralist a1 supira 1Iaving event by SAE India 31 NOIDA, india:

Lab-on-chip—Diagnestic Device for jow cast Taint of Care’ Health Managam.m An lgeal Clipi-
cal Linb st Every Door-step, John Sanley, PhD Scholars of Department Sclences — Suneesh PV, and
Kaerthy Dhara, Apveshan 2012, Students Ressarch Conventioniwen thefirst prize in South zope
rompetition and sefected for presenting i fational level convention st Mumbat in March 2013
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Research

Publications 2012-2013

Books: 3

Chemical Engineering

= 2
Infarmaton Technology _ :

lournal Publications:

National Journals - 38
Conferances - aj

Int'l Journals :
Aerospace -1, CRemical 5, Civil 3, ECE 10, EEE4, CSE9, IT 6, CEN 32, Cyber Secirity 9, ME-28,

Maths, 9, Sclepces-5, and othars 1,

MOUs
Consultancy for Industry :

Dv. Ajith Ramesh of Mechanical Engg. has taken up consultancy work with Roots Industries,
Coimbatore and DROL Hyderabad in the area of Finite Elament Analysis,



Student Exchange program

Wikl Nayaﬁ_zﬁ of EIE (20710-2014 batch] was selected for the Student Exchange Pragram 1a
Linem (University of New Mexico).

Sugeerth M and Vishak Muthukumar of 8.Tech. CSE final year were selectad for the global
study pragram 3 Univarsity of Callfarnia, UCDAVIS Far the year 2013,

Ongoing Research Projects taken up during 2012-2013

1| <ICTE = 13 Lakhs, Drft laynbharattn, CEE depr
il D5T =174 lakhs - D MRSIndhuEEE
Wit DIST - 10 ks - D Rarthega, Depr of Sdances
W) D57 —25 90 Laklit = Dr. R Ysnmning, Depl of 5Gentes
¥? DRDOC - 2R RG L aidyl - D, 1) Ryracnantdrn, Dept, ot ect) Ervgey,
wi) s 12 Lakthe = 0r KAL M, Civll fﬂqln{ﬂ_ﬂrlr'-y
viINEXT =CTDAC 11 Lakbe, DrCP. Soman. CEN
i) |_."Q‘.- =50 24 lskhs, o, '-'ll-.f".-‘;; |;J_c'!lr-|'u.li:'t.'_|n‘]"‘lh‘.""l, s
Ik} DROD -2574 Lakhe - B W, Sivakurnarn Depl. of SilEngas
] (DR faez)z— 14 2115k D P, Caesthy, CEN
x1) ST = 20 Lakche =10, Mrasannp Marmae Dem of Sciences
INDST 26 Ltaking = Br. Gawvinma B CGeN
i) BST = 17 Lkt = O Radivika, =00 of Mech, Enagy
) MIRRD- 1 Crare D Stiramn Bevanathay, Chamical Engg. — selecizd lar Instiiutielor "Estals-

byt Of & CEntre [O) Traigindg e Recearety 1 Frontier Afen of Soencs & Tecnriyiay

- Research Consultancy - Defence Research & Development Lab, Hyderabad has approved
funding of As.10 Lakha to D Ajith Ramesh, Asstt. Professor, dept, of Mech, Enginearing for re-
search consullancy og "Modeling and Simulatian of Deformation In Mac)iiping Processes”™

« DRDO has approved M.Tech. Program in Cyber Security as one of 12 Programs on'par with
ME/MTech conducted by IiTs/MSc andincluded under the Ressarch & Training Scheme.

Indo-US Joint Venture/E-learning Strategic Initiative
Distinguizhzd lecture seriez were arranged regularly and t2lacast to 42 differant centres from
the e-learmnag studio,



» The Dept, of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science

Drganwed BAMFL Nonanal Copfe@ace on Composnes i the campus dunng Noyembse
Zamd 3 2072

‘Department of Civil Engineering

Condunted 3 u=ining programme on SAF & CTABS (Sturiural Angilys<i and Desin pro
glfmlﬁ = pﬂﬂ!ﬂg&ﬂ in assodanon with Coniputes and Structuees Ine 103 kam 2530 June
L ZEH hime I012. Tt levtures wers deliveret! by Mr Bajiv Shithma of O3 and theeiaining
wesy attended By 30 fingl y=2a0 Cll Entinesring sttdents and faculty membess

v RDeEpartment of v Engimsiiering 1 stsaagestion with Concomt Instrunmsnts Pt L <o
dugred watmng pirogravime Uy AL Froduces Inroduct o and Traiming pragram’, on
T2 at Amdthaval waidyapestam tAmuith Uhiversing, Coimbatoe

- Dept. Of Computer Science & Engineering

Armuita internalionat confeence on wompn in computing (RICWH) was hasted hy the
Cepartment of Computer Science andd Enginesting 4 AmmiiE was co-sptnsared by
ACM-W and ThouginWorks,

- Digleaarss roty lnstiutions of mpute patlicipaed.

- Ixpen panel discusson

- Quie campetition for schoal children

r M Tt h OAR stamlerts angemiesd a Workshaop on Cpen &

ASCN Sppnsored & O Day Mands ofy Warkshop “Emilidoles Softwaes DEulgpignt on
Beagle Boad and Leepard Buoard
» ept of (CSE- ASCH canductad & hand=nn w midshop an Androilf system devatopment
r PSS Clus of CSE Reparmeant organized the MeWaorkshap to commemorats tha Bimh-
day ot Ma2illa,
< AtwbeslRy warkahop on Protilem Salvingand Piearamimihae Farsdiims was conducten
3z part of e ACM-ICPC truning IBinatives

Dept. of EEE

Crganized 4 samirars and 10 workshiops during th curtent asden)ic year



Dept. of Information Technology

- ACM Intemational Collegiate Programmimg Contest YCPC) considered as the Olympics Com-
puting was heldalong with IIT Kanpur snd IIT Kharagpuwr. Mere than 250 1eams participated &
the three AMRBITA carnpuses with representation frorm premier engineenng colleges in india
with mast of the IITs, NiTs. iTs and BITS being represented. There were also teams from Ban-
galadesh Unlversity of Technology.

- The Dapt has orgarizad 29th Computar Society of India (CS1) Natienal Student Convention
(NSC), the oldiest computer sciance student conference inindia in March 2013.

CEN

- Amrita Insight into motecular modaling and SimulatoniIMMS-2012) and Amrita Insight into
Computer aided drug design (AICADD-2G12)

« A 2-day National Workshop on "Software defined radino for real Bme communication and
signal processing”.

« A national level workshop on Computational Linguistics and Machine Translation from Eng-
lish to Indian Languages.

Mechanical Engineering Department :
AMRITA - IWS student Forum organized a two day worksbop on “Welding and NDT”

- Amrita IWS Students! Forum Crganised a Seminar on “Materials for Missilas® in FEB 2002 by
Dt P.C Angelo (Former Scientist inISRO),

-Dept. of Students’ Welfare

The dept. of Students’ Walfare guides and coordinates the students’ activities in the Gimpus.
Orientation pragramme far the freshers and their parents, conduct of 1AM technigue (yoga
and maditation), ralent search for all the fresh students, elaction to various houses, conduct of
Amntorsavam etc are coordinated by the department:

Dr. PR Jand Rani, Asstt. Professor, has started angw Food Science Lab with two components
— Analysis of Foad Adulteration and Practical Cookeary.

A new Eh_sctive under humanities has also been introd U£Ed - “Health and Lifestyle” & Under-
standing Sclence of Food and Nutrtion™ for Il and IV S5em B Tech. Students.
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Tha dapt. of Social Work offers a Masters Pragram in Social Wotk. It coordinates various
camps In the rural sren, A rural & iribal camp was orgamized st CORD Slruvani In Febasary, A
course on “Social Wark Hesearch - Survey Method and Case Study Design” was organizedin
February 2813, Dr, Hebsur, farmer Dy, Directar, Tata Institute of Sodial Sciences Mumbai was.
the resaurce person.

Department of Social Work

Acourseon Public Health™ was also orgamizad amd Mr, Sunll Nandra), Adviser(Regulaton),
Ministry of Child and Family Welfars, New Delhi was the resourge persan.

Faculty Development Programmes
(Iapt: of ECE
« Two day workshop on “mbed NXP LEC 17687, was cenducted in October

« National Workshopon Advances in Signal and Image Frocessing, May - June.
« Twn day warkshop on Rasic Electronics - & practical approach VYASA (Vidya for Students in
Amrita Vidvalayam) on 02-03rd June2d12

« One day faculty develppment proagram (Electranics Enginaeting) in January.

- IETE Sponsored One Day Workshop on “Hesearch and Project Areas in VLS| Design’, was
conducted,

+ Dept of ECE & IETE Coimbatora cantre conducted a student contast PARIGNAN 13 ah 1t
Feb, 2013

Depit. of Mech. Engmezring

« ISTE Watkshops were condugtad on the following tepics
1. “Aakash for Education” _

1 "Computational Flyuid Dynarnics”

3. "Introduction to Research Methodologies”

4. "Engineening Thermodynamics”

5. "Ressarch methads In Egucatinnal Technalegy”

&, Training program on “Intraduction to CNC pragramming”



Amrita School of

ASCOM is a part of School of Engineering which offers BA Mass Communication and MA Com-
munication. ASCOM conducts seminars, workshops etc. for the benefit of the students.
During the current year, they conducted A Stréet Theatre Workshop by Mr. P, Chandra and
team from "Aware” a street theatre group and Writing Workshop by Ms. Latha Anantharaman,
of The Hindu.

Faculty members- Ms, Sreedevi Purayannur, Dr. P, Subramanian, Dr, A. Balasubramanian, Ms.
Somall Chowdhury, Mrs. Thilaka, Dr, Kalyani Surash and Mr, Binoy V.S, have participated in
various seminars/workshops/conferences and presented papers.

Centre for Corporate
£ ind s Relal

Amrita always boosts of high placements even during periads of industrial recession. We
place on record the yeomen service rendered by Prof. C. Parameswaran and his team at CIR in
achieving the exemplary. _

42 companies have completed the recruitment process for the 2013 batch Engineering and
MCA students, The highest salary package paid is Rs, 13.84 Lakhs per annum by Amazan,

Companies

romoieted the reonbmdsnt & 2000 alen

atters highest

AMAZON ssiary packaoe [EREAELGE
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The major activities of the Centre are =

- Learning and Devalopment Activities
« Faculty Davelopment Programmes
- Guest Lectures, Webinars and Workshops by experts.

Best students award & Best student Project Award

Az a part of the Mol signed with TCS, 'Best Studant” and Best Project’ awards werz announced,
2] Mr. Thomas Simon, VP and Glabal Head - HR Frogess development of TC5, awarded on 5th
March 2012, the ‘Best Student’ awaed 1o G Ashilsh of CSE Depanment.

b) Dr Kesawasamy of TCS awarded the Best Project award en 4th Aug 2012, to the prgject “Vision
Based Real Time Hand Geswure Recagnition for Human Computer interaction”,

Foreign Language training

CIR has courdinated with axtemal agencies fizr training in Japanese language, CAT pragaration,
CATE and GRE preparation, Many students had'enrolled for these dasses. Foul surdenis success-
fully passed the JLPT N5 axamination conductad in Decembar 2012,

«Amrita Centre for Entrepreneurship (ACE)

ACE coordinated many evants during the year for encournging the entrepre-
neurship spint amanagst the students,

Important events

Ms, Jermilfe Meintyis, UWnoril Genemlb Chanigl, vislted Amiila 25 a part of the “Expserience
Armedica” presdammi e e studen e kg meis Aol hignet eucItiar ooyt i U%RA
a1 A Memarandum of [ihderstanding (Mol was sigred bezwesn Automobive Test Systems (ATS)
Andl Amivita on 2o Marth 2012 6 s=tup & researc cendes "Amrita Aulamioiive Technolom
Cartar (ANTCL In the Colmbastorne c3inpls

t) Cognuzant conducred the “Coanosiny Ceitlhed Studant (0251 pradram® ke 2003 oanch ay:
damts 423 stodemts from alt amintz cammeses deared the test and will be 2liglble tar dhrect inter
Jlew diliing e palsmdsyt pirodass

gl ARSCAT Tezt —UTH py=<<artatc)vwiil My Rostipned Muscs Swlaucrss Brrolavabillny Tést e
Aspining Mind Computer Adapiive Test IAMTAT T B:Tech (Timd Yl M Tech (First yaun ) MCA
Ttihd Ve ) and MBAL firsey=ar ssudernm soimss all canspusa s



d) Ms. Kimberly Francis. lrom UK Tratle B Investment  The British Deputy High commission, vis
ited the campus on 28th May 2012,

&) The Mal) “TCS - Amrlla Sangam, between Amirita Vishwa Vidyapeetham and Tata Conaultancy
Services 1o enhance Indusiry - institute interaction, wasrenawed on Sth June 2012

fFAmrita - Cognizant Innavatinn Lab was inauguratad on Btk Aug 2012, The Chief Guest was Mr.
VishnuPouty, Vice Fresident from Cognizant,

4) Two MTech CSE Studants were selected by CiSCO lor rasgarch assistantship with s stipend of
Rs:14, 0007+ per month

h} Sigred an Mol with HCL Technologies Limitad for enriching the techiical education imparted
te stutients of ali angineering disciplines in the field of infermation technalogy,

i) Signad an MoU with TCS for TCS Resgarch Scholar Pragram’, One PhD schaolar from Amirity has
been awarded schalarslip under this programim 2012,
IThe Mald with Infosys was renewsd up 1o 9th Jan 2015,

ki Multipte Motls have been signed with Atmel far setting up of a Microcontroller Lab and an
Atmie] Authorized Unlversity Training Centre.

[ Multipie MouUs have besn signed with Cranas Software International 1o setup Laboratories for
eecuting projects using Texas Instruments platforms

m) Sigeed a Non Disdosure Agreement INDA) with fisots Industries 1o enabife Rocts to work
with department= an projects. '

iy LAT Valves and Amprita Vishwa Vidyapeetham signed a NDA to gpnable LET 1o wark with de-
partments nmn o

*Foreign Language training:
Atolal of 108 students In Geeman lnguage and 25 Stiudents on Japaness language bave sn-
rolled for the cuerent batch,

Guest Lecture & Webinars and student workshops:

During last one yaar, a total of 28 guest lecures & wabinars and two student watkshops have
besn conaucted,

-Best students award & Best student Project Award

Undier the aeais of TCS-Amnta Sangam” the bast students award was glven to Mr, Vignesh, BTach
T student on 2l Mar 201 1.
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Until date 50 companias have visited Amirita for placemend, and another 40 companies are ex-
pectad in the next 3 monthy, 17 new companies have comea to Amrita for placement this yesr,
15 companies have offered salary of more than 5 Lakhs, with Microsoft being the highest at
10,2 Lakhs.

The BT2ch bBatch is curently 96% placad, with an averauye salary of 3.6 Lakhs. The MTech batch
i cuprtly 6896 placed with an averags siary-of 3.5 Lakhs, The MCA batch Ik currently 96796
placed with an average salary of 35 Lakhs.

3.6 Lakhs Average
- Important events B.Tech Salary

a) The fourth annual public speaking contest and award ceramony was conducted at Am-
ritaswan lall on 27 Ape 209,

b} Or Abel Sanchez from MIT Cambridge IMA. LSA visited Amrita Univarsity and deliverad a
guest lecture on "Emerging Mobilescosystam” to final yesr circuit hanch students

c) A wmial of 71 students appeared for CAT examination condiictad in Noveimber 2017, 12 stu-
dants got mor2 than 90 percentile, while 15 students 40! between ROand 90 percentlla,

SPORTS AND GAMES:

We offer facilitias for a vatlety of 2atra curritular activities. Sports and games ar= |he key
ones here. Our stutlents and staff participate v them regularly. The annual sports meel was
held on 28.03.2013,

Ms Vaishnaves of I BTech CSE had waon gold and sitver madals in the:36th Mariopal Shoating
Championship Competition held at Naw elhi in Dacamber 2012 She has been given the titla
“Ranowned Shat™, Thie title le awprded o shootars who are ranliad o the Top 1000 the Na-
tional Level Competition.

Our students partlcpate In inEcollegiate events conducied In the stat= and win medals and
awards;

We have many student clubs that organize different cultural events in the campus during the
evenmys providing A areal deal of entertalnment and religalion,



Extra_C_u‘rricuIar
/‘r\&Ct vities

(@) SPIC MACAY - the famous National organization that promotes our cultural heritage,
(b) RAGASUDHA -the music club under the able leadership of devoted faculty.

{c) NATYASUDHA - organizes classical, semi-classical, folk, western, puppet,
jazz and contemporary dances

(d) SRISHTI - The literary club of Amrita this year included Toastmasters, QuizKreig
(QuizWing), Poetree (Poetry Soclety), Book Review, Kaleidoscope (Movie club), Zilch (Jam &
Debates), Theatre society and Lexicon (Crosswords), In total, the club has held thirty two ses-
sions on campus and still the number is growing. Launch of "Clariory, the bimonthly wall
journal has proved to be a successful addition, to the existing plethora, Besides the regular
events, The Tamil wing hosted Vasantham, the Pongal celebration, and the Teluguwing had
an event named 'Manoharam’.

(2) ARYA - is another active cultural forum which conducts many events like quiz programs,
gust lecturesetc.

{fl ASHTA— A Science forum that tracks the development in science and technology and
create awareness among the students.

ig) ANANTAM - A club of mathematics

(H) PRAKRITI SAMRAKSHNA SAMITI - The nature club, promoting eco-friendliness through
forestation drives, nature treks, seminars and workshops.

(i) PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB - conducts exhibitions on photographyand  expert lectures on
various aspects of the art and technique.

(j) HAM CLUB - is very active in the campus with Disaster Management as its focus
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Celebrations

GOKULASHTAMI, GURU POORNIMA AND NAVRATRI are events in this connection. Days of Na-
tional impertance like Independence Day and Republic Day are also being celebrated in a befit-
ting mannet,

AMRITOTSAVAM is our annual cultural festival, A variety of events and competitions are orga
nized on these occasions.

Social Work
& Extension Activities

We have shx NSS Units. These units are offering various kinds of charity oriented work in the nearby vil-
lages by conducting awareness camps, competitions for school students, festival celebrations et
Some of the activities are listed below -

« ATraining programme on Training of Trainers (Entrepreneurship) programme was conducted for
NGO staff and NS5 velunteers of qur university from 9th to 13th April 2012, Totally 40 participants
were attended and trained by | Creats, Bangalore, an International organization was the training or-
ganization. Ouruniversity N55 partly supported the programme. '

« A two day training programme on Break the Silence on child sexual abuse prevention training was
conducted to the school teachers and NS5 volunteers of our university from 11th and 12th of Ociober,
2012 in our university to the school teachers and NS5 volunteers of our university. The training was
given by Stalrway Foundation, Inc. Phillppines. Gur university N5S partly supparted the programme.

« A Blood Donation camp was inaugurated by Dean (Enginearing) in our premises on 30.11.2012 and
about 150 students of our university donated blood for Government hospitals blood bank of Coim-
batore, Pollachi and Udumalal ,

- One day training programmie was conducted to the parents of Kandl tribe settled in Colmbatore on
eftective parenting by Prof, Pravin Patkar, Department of Social Work on 7.11.2012 - Thirty parents
were participated in the training programme.

- A one day Exposurs visit was organized for the National Chilel Labour Project, Schoal Children to our
campus on 2.11.2012. About 50 children participated in this picnic



Alumni
Assoclation

Members of Alumni are in constant touch
through internet and other media. Annual
General Meeting is held towards the end of
Academic Year to have close interaction with
students, faculty and alumni who have been
holding responsible positions in various in-
dustries and educational Institutions. This
‘ear’'s meeting was held on 17th Feb. 2013.



Publications

Amritarpan the quarterly Newsletter
and Amritadhwani the Magazine are
the two official publications of the
school.

Amritadhwani, our School Magazine
has won the first prize in an inter - col-
lege Magazine Contest held by
Divyodaya, Coimbatore.

Our website is kept updated with the
latest happenings. It had more than 10
lakh visitors last year for our School of
Engineering.
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First year Induction

The Induction of the 191h Bateh (2012-2016) of B.Tech and 4ih Bateh (2012-2015) of B A (Mass
Commiunication) students of Amnita Scheol of Engineaning, Amrita Vishwa Vidyapsetham University,
Coimbatore was held on Wednesday, 1st Augusl, 2012 at Ettimadai, Coirnbatore. More than 1200
stutents of B.A and B.Tech belonging o 8 sireams were inducted on this occasion, The streams
include Elecironics & Communication, Electronics & Instrumentation. Computer Science, Aerospace.
Civil, Heetrieal & Electtonies, Mechanical and Chemjical Engineering.

The chiaf guest for the induction programme was Prol. Masahiro Fujita from VLS Design and
Education Centre (VDEC) al the Univarsity of Tokyo, Japan, He shared his experierice of working/in
both a university and research laboratary setting. Prof. Fujita stressed for the need for the freshers to
develop multi-disciplinary skills and also assimiiate knowledge streams, outside of Ihelr chosan
branch. As a start, he suggestad that they should make friends with students in other departments.
Nobody can predict the Tuture and one should be always ready lo embrace change.

Brahmachari Abhayamrita Chaitanya, Pro-Chancellor; Dr. Venkat Rangan, Vice-Chancellor; Dri M.P.
Chandrasekharan, Dean-Engineering; Dr. N.S. Pandian, Dean-PQG Programmes and Mr. P
Venugopal, Director - HA addressed the freshers and thelr parenis.

In his presidential address, Brahmachar Abhayamrita Chaitanya, Pro-Chancellor outlined the vision
af the Chancellor of AMRITA University, Satguru Mata Amritanandamayi Deavi (AMMA) to provide:
students an education for lite rather than an education for living. There would be many opportunities
al AMRITA to angage in selfless service and students should make use of these opportunitias and
contribute tosociety. He motivated the newly indusied sludents 1o'use and live upto the Iraditons of
cur couniry by excelling themselvas to meel the demands and dhallenges of modem day sclance
and technology.

Dr. Venkat Rangan, Vice-Chancellor brisfed on the international initiatives of AMRITA. The university
hias frultiul academic lie-ups with saveral US and European umiversities which include Marvard,
Berkeley, Princeton, SUNY Buffalo, University of California and Univarsity of Milan for research,
collaborative programmes, centres of excellencs. intermnships. and faculty & student exchange. In the
last few years, over 150 stutdents had the opportunity to pursue intemships and collaborative projects
in various forelgm universities. He also announeed a new sludent exchange programme for students
along with the European Commission. Vanous directors, chairparsons and administrators of the
university were also introduced during the event,



K.Venkataramani

CEO & Managing Director
Larsen & Toubro Limited
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AMRITOTSAVAM

-MARCH 141TH 2013

After an eventful period of onemonthand a
plethara of events : literary. fine-arts; dance,
music and theatre Amritotsavam success-
fully culminated on 14th March,2013. The in-
augural function was presided over by Dean
PG Programmes, Dr.N.S.Pandian and Profes-
sarDrKMohandas:it was that time of the
year again when the whole'campus was
painted with exuberance of creativity and a
zealous spirit. With more than 28 events
placed on the palette, participants had to
sweat ifaut in prelims till the best man won.
Anandamayi'bagged the ovérall Amritot-
savam trophy with 230 peints followed by
Amritamayl with 137 peints.This year er-
countered an abundant participation by
maore than 1500 enthusiaisticStudents show-
casifig their varied talents: The winnérs were
felicitated with generous prizes and certifi-
cates by Shri.PVenugopal, Director HR before
theclosing ceremony. A major part of credit
goes to the Department of Students'Welfare
LCultural secretaries, Joint secretarias and the
Central Committee members who worked
tirelessly with an extracrdinary passion to
make Amritotsavaim 2013 a grand success.
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Sreeharshan C Nair Ananthalakshmi Sankar

Team Champions

Chief Guest
Matti Rajakyla

Runners up - Jyethirmay!
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Saare Jahan Se Acha

smi. Dagubatti Purandeswarl, Honorable
Chief Guest of the ninth convocation
caremony of Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeatham,
gave an Inspiring speech to the wvast
contingent of graduates waiting to receive
their certificates, through video. After a brief
apology for net being able to make it for the
function, she congratdlated the graduating
students. and their parents who worked
tirelessly for years to see the light of this day
Stressing on the fact that Amrita University
has always been providing quallty education
to children living even |n the remotest areas,
she commended its remarkable growth from
a meager strength of 120 students 1a 17000
students at present,

Minister of State for Human
Resource Development

(29 January 2006 -

28 October 2012)

Hindustan Hamaara... yy

The Government of India has always focused on
imparting quality education to each and every student
of the country and Smt. Purandeswari acknowledged
Arnrita’s: contribution in this regard. She said that
education is not only a goeal In itself but a powerful
driving force in socio-econamic change so when such
education is combined with sound macroeconomic
policies it becomes: the foundsation for glohally
compsetent economies as well as for democratic
societies. She also stressed that the generatian and
propagation of new thoughts and its proper use is very
important for the growth of any nation in the warld
today. Citing the Inclusion of five education related
parameters in the total list of nine laid down by the
World Economic Forlm to assess the sustainabllity of
economigs acrass the globe, she underlined the
growing importance that nations are attributing 1o
education today,



it is said that the 271sl cantury Is a knowledge
centliry so it's necessary for the peaple to accept
the fact that knowledge and brainpower must
reflect  in  the country's advancements,
competitiveness as well as its human capital,
Human capital is the investment that js made in
the well being of our human resource and there is
no better investment to make other than
education in the well being of human caplal,
Going back in history Smt. Purandeswari
reminisced that India had not more than 20
universitles, SO0 institutions, about 1500 teaching
faculty and about 19 gross enrollment ratioin
higher education institutions. But today we have
aroud oo+ universities and 31000+ institutions, a
500000-600000 strong teaching faculty and 3
18-19 % gross entollment ratio.

She continues by saying that India is a diverse
nation and is not a country of herself rather a
country within country. S0 overcoming the
diversity that exists in our country and ensuring
that quality education is imparted to each and
every child Is a herculean task; which speaks of the
resolve that Government has shown in the same.
However she asked the people to rémain cautious
and not become complacent becuse our grass
enroliment ratio compared to other European and
American countries s very low, They have arsund
40-70% while we have only 18-19% which is a
major factor in sustainable econamy far a country.
She admitted that India has a lang road to cover to
reach the higher level of gress enrollment ratio
and llteracy, For that she gave a solutlon which is
to intraspect and find out what we would gain by
making education -available to the children,
Govermmments  thraughout our  history  have
emphasized that accessibility, equity and quality
are the carnerstones of the education sector in our
country. Reiterating the genseral consensus of
many International surveys that nothing can stop
india from becoming a superpower she said that
aur country has islands of excellence but
unfartupately in a sea of underdevelopment.

Dhwani
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Therefore India needs a future generation who will
help her emerge as a great power of the 21st
century. She emphasized the Importance of
leaclers who can take the relns of the country at
every stage. As the old saying goes [eaders don't
do different things but they do things differently,
similarly the future generation also should do
things differently to take our country in rightful
positions ‘which is right on top of the committee of
natlons,

The next great challenge that she mentioned is
Innovation, She said that it's importamt te convert
India from a land of ideas to a land of
oppartunitias, Taking the example of the ‘Indica’
car which was sold to the British, she sald it was
possible due to the flexible policies of the
Government and the helping hand of the
corporate,  She  stated  that  institutions,
governments, studants and the corporate should
work together to ensure that our Indian intellect
will be given that type of opportunity where it will
help them to emerge leaders and would help them
to support our country when she is in her
transitiond! phase, With a3 huge population, a
sustained growth rate of 6-7% and a very strong
democratic society India has every chance of
becoming a superpower of the 215t century.

Quoting Chanakya from Arthashastra she sald that
‘the eldest in the family is respected in the house,
the village head is respectad in the village, the king
is revered in the kingdam but an educated person
is respected sverywhers he goes’. Therefores India
neads that fratemity of students from Amrita
University whoe would be respected everywhere
wherever they go. Smt. Purandeswari expressad
confidence that the graduates who were to receive
the certificates would help India realize her dream.
She ultimately signed off by quoting the famous
lines of the ppet. Igbal, that says- "Saare Jahan Se
Acha, Hindustan Hamaara!
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Excerpts from a speech given
by Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam
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Astha, the science club of our campus has been running actively
for the past twa years.

Not to mention the greal science riddles and the amazing postars
of the Nobel Prize winners, Astha has bean creating waves .This
year We saw a greater response in terms of audience and partici-
pation. Astha'12 Kick-started with the induction, Newlon, for the
freshers where a wide variety of programs based on cryptography,
science in everyday life; ete. kepl the audience enthrallad rightl
from the beginning till the very end of the two hour long induction,

After a few days, we had a science quiz, Eureka where almost 50
teams turned up for the preliminary round, out of which 3 teams
qualified for the final round. By the and of the semesler, Forensics,
a crime solving competilion'was conducled where lhe students
had to solve a orime scene that was set up by the ciub. Here, we
had around 100 teams of enthusiastic students.

Later this year, Astha is geared yp to conduct a seven day leng
science fest for the students of our campus and is alsoslated to
ralease the club journal that contains contributions from various
faculty members and students of all departments.
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Astra

The Astrenomy Club was fnrm'ed en 11.11,11, with an cbjective 1o
introduce 'queen of sclences | and to provide a platform for astrono-
my enthusiasts to discuss, observe, expenment, debate and leamn.
In view of this, presentations by eminent professors on various.
lopics such as 'Horoscope of the Sun’, modem cosmology and pre-
sent revolution in astronomy tcok place. The planels Jupiter, Mars
and Venus gave a visual treat as if travelled through the constella
tions:in the month of March; there were 3 weeks of Night Sky Ob-
servations - using the star chart and the software Stellarium as the
guide.

The movie 'October Sky' was screened, Righlightina the importance
of the development of rockets and satellites; in providing extremely
helpful insights ifto the depths of the Universe. A video ‘screening
-about the origin of the universe brought into fight the various theo-
ries that were developed ever since man started wondering about
night sky and space - the beginning of this science of astronomy. In
October 2012, there was a lield trip to the RadioAstronomy Centre,
Qoty on radio lelescope works ard its applications. The Centre a]su
has facilities for particle detection. At the end of the trip, students re-
alised thal astronomy is a marvellous science, encompéassing of so
many other branches of science and erigineering. |

Acguaint wilh the space beyand, encouraged all 1o do just Ihat. Il was held with
tite intention of introdging every fresher to the faseinating world of astranmy
and to opeft up new vistas of thoughlthat mach beyond ths realms af cur

alaxy.

The nrgh'nlghm included the Mysteries of the Unlverse: whare several videos
ware shm that intrigued the audience with whial wonders haturs |5 capabla ol
Hat sametimes fay bevand fhe scope of human comprehension.

Of cowrse, towrap itall up.., recent discoveriis and observations were also dis-
‘cussed. Students were fold of natural phienomena that had'besn recently co-

curring In several pans of the world and tha universe thal hava been fascinat-
Ing astronumers, astrologers, enthugiasts and scientigts worldwide, This really.
appealed to the viewars Who wanted to know more, Several new and budding
members to the Astra family joined In 1o explore what lies bavonkd,
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would have n sed ad the potential to reach before.
The music extravaganzas for the year 2012-2013 started off on a
seraphic note when the club performed for eminent people from
DRDO in the month of November, followed by Raagasudha's very
own induction programme — Alaap *12. A captivating and outstand-
ing show was put up by the club for the B-fest — Pragati *13 in the
month of February. Many more shows hava been planned by the
club to give back to the Amrita crowd for its support since the incep-
tion of the club. And in time Raagasudha hopes to inspire you to
come out and perfarm for your own joy and happiness because
nothing makes you more relaxed and confident than harmonious
music flowing through you,

Practice, broaden your perspective and enjoy all the way. That's
how we at Baagasudha work, for the love of music.



Dancers’




69

Natyasudha

Mranaln & S0 crfarrs f wedrs S SaETEe T ee S b &
W S teEe Sy ey SR W EETY F rwraE e )
R e N e L N e ™ R,
e maweny b g By me F pEDe W O A T ey
e ® G gy Pk e e e ol

TR g P Y AT AR RS Plgemae - GAS SR iy
Swenmh P By wwvre rme Pl e B ruintere T sogres e
Ll R L R e N = T

R T L B R e B T R

R e T e Rl o R
T i A e o) T Ay Sat e o Wam—
e e T et Ve B T YT T b | TR T
taema amt e asraety & ] e domm o s P o e e -
s

Il el B L e S B R L RS S
uu-:-p“_‘-mh Pe il gl ® b oy
e b






k=

f;,—j_ Was hei o ndiel fras M:!fv

] ,'.1 | i I:L: VErS 1-'|'ﬂ i .{‘-}# |’lt:thi |l

e A
ﬁi.l#m"ﬂuiz . x -
mr mna n-: :";"U | T "'W -'"'r] 11 _ETP_}I;”P‘HL!‘ r-@;lg;ﬂ';]’% m

' Biﬂh :emaﬂonal Gumﬁ

swmnm Abdicated a dhfee whagied el
:mathﬂ'g and frnovative épplimtlhn of eng




1
Bringing a new dimension

to Literature ’”
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Srishti

Srishti, the literary club of Amrita, came inte being in
the year 2004 and has been the most active
Students’ club of the Universily since then. The club
has been established with an empyrean set of evenis
adding new dimensions every year.

The club famille web this year Includes
Toastmasters, QuizKreig (Quiz Wing), Puoetree
(Poetry Society), Book Review, Kaleidoscope (Movie
club), Ziich (Jam, shipwreck etc), Theatre society and
Lexicon (Crosswords), In totality the club has held
thirty two sessions on campus and still growing.
Launch of ‘Clarion’, the bimonthly wall journal has
proved o be a successful addition, to the existing
plethora. '
The On stage events commenced with YUKTI-the
induction programme incubating the freshers into the
club. Through Advaiya, Theatre fest of Srishtl - a
celebration of languages, the club provided its
members an unparalleled platform to display
histrionic skills on stage.

The Tamil wing hosted Vasantham, the Pongal
celebralion, over the span of three days in January
painting the campus in royal colors of the ethnicity of
the festival. A cluster of events including short story
writing, Agaloviam, Poetry writing, Elocution and
Debale witnessed graceful participation.

The Telugu wing hosted Manoharam, an orn-stage
event in February, exclusive in regional literature.
Through the mega event that arrests the campus in a
stimulating passion - Aitreya. the inter college literary
fest; Srishti plans lo play host to an army of
participants from all over the country. This year the
array of events include Drama, Parliamentary
Debate, Quiz, Poetry, Communique, Jam, Lexicon
and Creative Writing. With a large and expanding
member base, Srishli looks forward to formulate a
grass root level network of literary enthusiasts every
year.
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Clﬂture
aw

Culture and Law. These are the two of the most important
fecals of saciety. They decida the values we ive with, the ragy-
lalicns we live by, the degres of readom that we enjoy andihey
farm the foundation of ocur avilisation. Whethar wa hate or love
lhe cullure that we are a part of and the laws ha! bind us, we
defmitely cannot ignore them,

In this editipn of Amritadhwan! '13.we bing to you a festured ar-
ticle ccmpnsing :of an opinion poll, setaternams made by the
media, cartoons in lighter vain and a ceuple of TED lalks We
alsn tap the puise of the world of current aftairs through Twitter
lo provide an outliook o thig naver ending debare,

Are Culture and Law two sides of the same cain? Or are they as
glika as ahalk and anessa? e it quitura thal makes our laws ar
vice versa? Whal do you respect more?

Find your answers nght hare!

Chieers,

The Ediigrs.

ke

The more corrupt the state, the more numerous the laws.”

Nate Garvis
Civic thought leader

"Whatever positive change you're
trying lo create, "make it part of cul-
ture rather than changing laws” in
order o make an impact. So, make
it popular, fashionable, etc. This
goes along with the idea of the
green movement for recycling, Or-
ganizations are, in many cases,
using. the same ¢hannels lo pro-
mote themselves. Therefore, they
are speaking to an audience that is
already in the know and taking
action. “Preaching to the choir” so
to speak” '

Founder of Naked
Civies, a webs|e
adadicaled to:civic
designand working
abovepolihceto
move our =ociety

wa mustoreale the
gultiire for the world
w2 wanttolive in

forward, he osliaves

Bryan Stevenson
Public-interest lawyer

| represent people on death row, It's
interesting, this question of the death
penalty. [n many ways, we've been
taught to think that the real question
s, do people deserve to die torthe
orimes they've committed? And thal's
a very sengible question. Bul thera's

‘another way of thinking about where

we are in our identity. The other way
of thinking about it is not, do people
deserve to die {or the crimes they
commil, bul do we deserve 1o kill? |
mean, iI's fascinating.

e

N

Bryan Stevenson 5 the
loundser and executiva di-
ragioit ol e | E gl isbiea
Iniiatve, ihting . poverty
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A nation's cullure resides in the hearts and in the soul of its people.”

-Nlanatma Garidn , ,
“....the chants of young, mainly male protesters have given way to a wider disgussion of why
so many women in India - the worid’s iargest.d&mnﬂracy and a polity with powerful women
leaders - live in fear of violence and under restrictions..,”

¥ .Ranjana Kumari of the Centre for Sccial Research, who is leading the programme; says the

growing number of rapes and the low conviction rates have left women fesling unprotacted,

while many men see themselves as bayond the law: anly 28 per cent of rape cases and 20 per

cent of cruelty cases against husbands are followed by conviclions “There s no fear of being

punished," she says. “Because of the [police] approach, il is nol considered serious crime.

Thal's why they need a lot more sensitivity, lo see il as a serious ctime. Women report only one
in 10 repes, nol only because of the policing, but alse the huge sodial shame..."

unanual accarding toa Linited Nations renon. Wamen in India have long bean subject to entranched cul-
tiral bizses that petpatulle e vallig of =ons over daughtens, wha a2 ollen seen as an economic

The Indisn canstilullon prohiliils disssimir=ilion on the basis of sex, U s posilion of women ieraing '
burden 16 families that fear high dowrss and wsdding cosie, sxpans say

LU Tamily lvas eontzin efabadale lormal and wlormal maaes of reinloring antd coletaling rata v
s Some are brougin agty bolh perpetuale and condgene gendar higrarchies and are nunurad with &
senge of enllifementIlis this thal ke atthe has of male violenss (owards woren. Inmian Samily valyes™

anz contanis ol 2 greal feal of |mgelstis calebmtinns dbout what 6 speciiabout Indian socisty, Sueh Jin-
ooism kae2ps ud fram fummg & cnfioal eyiz towands what 18 genuinely roftsm within one of the mest Basic
untits ol socisl Ve || keepe |is immrm,‘ﬁlly«m*ﬂ*{ g e rrascyline culturss iat impacl upon Ihe res

tiomishiy bedvesst gandaen:.

£c

“Preservation of one’s own culture does not require contempt or disrespect for
other cultures.”

enar Thnuoy

)



Culture Vs Law

and what Amritians feel about it

ATTACK ON WOMEN

0 -
Ee!leéth(gs w o o

Qe to the mor Patriarchal attitude in-  Senetal fack of TEmEntay e impor-

d?gr?datimn of herent inour society Severs pL[I'IIEhﬂ'IET'IT sive oVerpowering of
individuals. feelings

1% no fear of Gad.or no fear of cy young boys are not taught
70 doing something wrong lo respect women

ARE WE LOSING THE VALUE OF CULTURE?
82%

es
LI 18%

That is roughly 8 out of

every 10 individuals

who believe that we are
l l l . ' losing culture.
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insignificantly

Significa

Sueh a small thing, it i1s” This Is the reaction most
people give when asked about some smaill mistakes thay
did. They ofien overlook these mistakes considering
them negligitle. However small, & mistake 15 & mistake
and in many casea, il proves to be pivotal.

“Tiny things are never negligible. They also matter bul
when in some other scale”

We wilness this in every sphere of our fife. Wearing a
helmet is such a small precautionary step which when
nat (oilowed could prove to be fatal. |, as a student have
sufferad a lot while tryng 1 smoothen out 8 work-plece
during my carpenry classes. "One millimetre matiers!”
This s the first thing my peofessar sald, Until then, | had
always safely assumed centimetre 1o ba the least possi-
ble umt.

Naver in my life have | worried about the value of min-
utes buit 1o Yohan Biaks —the athlste, each second |s of
greal value. Ask a polilician, who lost by a single-vole,
the value of one vole, Every falled student would tell you
the valbe & single mark carnes. Uranium, when deprived
of three litle-neutrons, has the potenbal o destroy a
whole city while otherwise It would lay dormant some-
where underground,

| loathe people who talk so saintly about global

prablems and yel tand lo ovarlook every liny thing

they've done against it | cant stand a person who
talks so intently about “Suslainabie Development”
yal wants to have every piece of “Special” Foed in
the mess without having any thought aboul others.
Maybe he's loo shallow 10 know Ihal sharing is an
integral principle of sustainable development He's
s0 preccoupied with the thought of saving the warld
from the greed ol the mankind tha! he ends up nur-
turing the very greed he's suppossad to oppose!

I'm not advocating that every litle mistake should
be penalized. I'm just asking you to nol overiook
things anly because they're small.

"Every greal deed has been a result of mary small
acis pul fngether”

Siva Warthik
Sophomtre
Mechanical Enginesrmg

&



Arcade
Eureka

At the age of eleven probaoly, | read a book-Albaimss

The covar had @ purple bue lading Inta white, an albatrass n
flight:

The pleluresgue canopy, | wondered then

Must be from a patadise far from the pandemoniurm we |ive in

My fariutie Hit me jast night, not (n my dreanms, this tme noea)
sight

Belwixt iy domicile, thare e:-:lsts d heavenly abode

Mevar thara was an allusion, untll & pal old

We =al thers on bare congrate, the anly terpid plece thars,
The rest seemad to be allve again, amids! tne glory of the
unsaid marvel _

A minute Wwas a millenniurm, captivated Ih natura’s lap
\"ﬂ[lﬁd-lu e upright through the day, 1he sun Junk at hoels of
e hiils,

Ite shadow stayed a while longer, tnting the fus in sspia

Thi maze. jonaull and the papaya whip,
Thie Navajo white, Pringeton and the peach
Crlmsan, yarmillion and shades of scarlel
Splashad onlo god's own canvas

Pariwrinkle, Cataling and ultramaiing fused In snstasy

Thie Rarlzon lost amidat the hues, a rars 1wlilight to caness,
Thes zephyr madulated a milllon tmes, paying an ode o the
cascading bresze, . :

It engulfed us In s aws Hila whifl wolke us frarm the Trans we
want inl

The topaz startod to ssep in, shimmering the sinking rays,

It smigathly glided slong the hilly biades, vanishing Inte the
thin &, _

Than emergad codles of groy, crawling ke a ratthe snake,
Like cofian buds swaying In falds, anly fo got plucked away.

Far from the clamor an this treasured niche of ours,
We porch speechless for minutes, togothar sasmod like hours

Gaang al the sky shove, a tarpaulin of camoutiage.
Trying to captire Ihe perpatual ke the snapshots of a rovar
Thir exubaranee of dlencs, & finssse of savdir-falie.

Wil clasp to e hamiel forever, His own arcade of eurgkall

Sivatl Achra
Sophomore
C hemical

naineering

Wilting
Willow

Har kimono was Hed lghtly sround her waist

Har searlal fringad callar was hung loose around Res
netk

revealing e Blemishlisss nape.

Sha peered Ints the mirtar ahd gazed al hel rellsction
Har lzos was plasks=d wilh rice powder,

and herf lips painted inl erotic red

5She stared into the mirrorand trigd 1o ssek i her
mais! eyes:

Haf lust Identity,

Bul the tagade pushed har strongly badk,

for il was one that bohded Met,

bonded haer 1o/the Oklya

bonded her 1o the entire Hanamachi.

Far thie fagada she was khown I all ot Japan,

Her uniuned SHamisan lay al the cornal ol hel rober,
She ploked It up wilh gertle care

ahd playsd e llling ture:

a luhe whith g lover gings 1o his beloved.

Bul'she stood emolioriess, for & Gelsha could nat love
Geisha could only be he wivas ol the matitiall

Bha would nol Binch for she was e williw,

ol 1he lower and willow waorld,

the symbol of sirenglh and subliety

Yel she lelt (Me pang of eaplivity fromt which she could
riol escape,

and In thase rare momernis of solitlides |

She dhed one e lear

Nimnchana V
Saphomoee
Chemical Engineering
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~ Parenting

~ Succesful

Ms Shobana
Famhﬁﬂeptx of English

) et b e o) e ey Liern il |y, So doees e proud usband ard all e mmily, A werman and
! mmmu Pl el painting ls gat tn etk
A ' B iution |ant el Adeguat inpats an groper guidance e sssents) b Hil tho
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Improbability

science

Arthi Appadurai

Sophomore ‘ .
Chemical Engineering

A

It, for one_ moment, all of us could take all the conflicting opinions wa have shared with
people: and anatomically analyze it to the death, we have an answer o a question that is

_ rather interesting: What happens when an unstoppable force meets an immovable object?
No, itis not mass destruction. It is far simpler than that: One of the conflicting parties loses
its extreme nature. Resulting in one of three rather stralghtforward situations, either the
force becomes stoppable or the object becomes movable or, the more Irivial third possibil-
ity, when both the object and the force lose the extreme nature. Howavar, the question to
be asked is; which would lose jts extreme nature first- the force ot the abject?

The answaer 1o this question is rather tedious. I'd rather have the object and force not col-
lide trajectories at all. Things will stay much simpler that way, won't they? Bul sometimes
things have to take the more complicated way around. In fact, things almost always take
the more complicated way around. Take our academic quasfion papers for example; the
first few lines are rathersimple with facts and figures and then things turn' ugly, Coming
back to the original metaphor, we are faced with unstoppable forces meeting immovable
objecls more often than not. So how come we never realized it until Nolan made a trilogy
out of it?

The most obvious answer would be forces and objects are losing their nature everywhere
every time to prevent destruction so much that it's almost natural for us. It is essentially a
war of wills.and the strong-willed ones always win and there 1s:almost always a stronger-
willed-one. With time we'll always find the stronger-willed ones

It a science fiction book | read, they seamed o materialize energy out of the most impos-
sible of things, the impossibility of improbable events for instance. Such thoughts led me
on a thought train that finally led me to a revelation that | think is rather interesting- What if
there was a study dedicated to improbability science? We've seen that happen before!
When people first read "20,000 Leagueas Under the Sea” there were no submarines, it was
mere science fiction but not anymore! What it such improbability science is, in fact, rather
probable?

-

- o
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An

Mew place, New people,

led in by an experienced hand,

walked bravs,
head held high.

Then came a time for farewell,

tears trickling dowr,
baldly hidden,

lye ma. bye pa,
staring at the distance,
their outline,

a mirage.

Four beds & four cupboartds,
a room soon 10 be my homae,
random roommates,

random conversations,
never could set'me right.

The long corridors,
vacant mornings,
lonaly moon,

new metaphors in life.

Compromised on life,
maobile my new best friand,
pictures like novels,

waorth a million words,
heyond infinity.

New place, New paople.
crouched like a caged lion,
gloomy and desolale,
prowling for company.

Came along more strangers,
starting off with a hi,
exchanging numbers,

talking reluctantly,

a beginning of & new dawn...

Reason where

In this labyrinth of life

Thetouch of reason seems 10 elude ine
Scattared among the remains

Ot needless thoughts and ideas

The intangible thread of logic
Ceonnecting all my dealings

Seeams missing, gone never o be found
As a [ocked chamber with no key

| rernain bound to everything

A silent onlocker, a

patient listener

A tortured soul in search of peace
Locked in somewhere, never seen by any!l

Soubhagys 5 Prabhy
Frestiman

ECE

Karthlic M
Saphomaore
Mecharnical Enginesning

Walking through the dark lane

With naught 1o guide me but candlelight,

| leave behind all | own

. As | gather on, an a lanely sajourn,
With memanes behind me. curiosity beside
me,

| walk the road, which veiled in darkness -
Hides from me, my final destination.

| am the holder of the candle

And'vet, | choose not ta see

Beyond what | need to know,

For | have not the courage 1o seek
Knowledge more than | can digest

| have no identily, | have no history

And all that keeps me going

Is my wee candlslight.

The risk | have taken Is enormous

And my chances of success, bleak.

And yet, | carry mysell an

Along the path of rightecusness

To find the answers 1o the one last guestion
That lingars In my mind.

Whaether my path leads, | cannot say

But when | reach my goal,

Dawn shall come, and | will be free.

Priya Ramakrishnan

Freshman

ECE



Underachieving
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A putrid bum in the pit of my stomach,

Unable to [t my leaden legs.

The corrosive atoms of chaotic anxiety
Digsipating to every inch of my shivering body.

My heart slowing down ils pace,

Pumping spurts of blood and dark suspense.
The hands almast coming to a stand-still,

Mocking me.
There is the tick!
Naw where |s the "tock"?

Voiceless sounds going about with narmalcy.
As insignificant @s crickels.
My state of a ticking mind-bomb lost in oblivion.

Rirmka
Final Yiaar
C5E

MAN

He turms his head gulckly around,

His faceshows & smilleso wide,

Hits slght induces lagghted

When youi've blue yau'll always fimd him
by your side,

His charming face pulls the mrain

Of the gond memoyies you've dlways had,

His mouth toain’t say a thing
But yiuls lzught 2t the thivgs alieady ssid.

His mind works quickar than sound,
Every sentance, hellntends some pun
His fnends could never getused 1o,
AJife without that muleh fun,

But litrle doas the waorld know

Thist evary smile Iss'tear in disguise
Beneath lles a shaken man

Linvdir the exterior Lhat 4aams so AL,

»

Pratik Nayak ¢
Sophomaore
CSE

The Voice of
LS | \

“ican't do it, It's Impossitila,

L aint capablp.”

*But than™ Says s volce somewhera naar
You've reached hill harg,’

“Yoil've mads Il 5 far,

Youdve done wall my dear,

Den'tyou wormy, don't you fear,
I'm-always there

“Who's Ihis?" | wonder guile alt

To which 1.said In a voice so-safl

Yol closas) pammans’

Thevolce of reason,

Laading you through fant and wrang
You give It an ear or pass it along

“Ilh be there aivays”

Spriny, summer and every ollier ssason

For not.a second of my e,
This voice. abandonsen me.
Hizlpng me iolghoul

| wonder somalimas

If it's God's voice inside usall,

Craatipg windows |n the wall,

The morg | hougi
Themore | wWas assurad of
The Godg whio lies within all
Mo mattzr shart ar il
Near ar far

That voice ol reason

Al hope now,

I= that we lisien o thal voate,
Ana thank that friead of ours.
Theriend wa Inrgol




Another kKind

l

| don't know where | first
came across the term but it
soon became a part of me
that would never material-
ize (as | later found out) till
June 2012. Social service.
What's that all about?

Running around giving
clothes and food to the
poor? Teaching alphabets
to a bunch of kids on the
street?

Pooja Ramakrishnan
Sophomaore
Civil Engineering

Social work is a professional and academic discipline that seeks to

improve the quality of life and wellbeing of an individual, group, or

community by intervening through research, policy, community orga-

nizing, direct practice, and teaching on behalf of those afflicted with

poverty or any real or perceived social injustices and violations of
their human rights.”



2012

| board the Bus no. 5 and walch the city speed by. Mumbai-
The place where | was born, The world saw it as a buslling
cosmopelitan city with everyone leading hasty lives. You
could dance with people all night here or spend il all alone
behind your grey curtains. It was all up to you. This city could
make you feel as lonely as ever possible or suffocate you
with its milling crowds. You could drown in the noisy traffic
jams or ralax in the rhythmic coughs of dusty engines.
Chaices. That's what this place was all about. That was what
put the extra before the ordinary when desaribing this city. it
allowed you to choose. You don't have to try and fit in be-
cause when you loak, you already have, It's open to all, You
could Just walk in and she would |ook upon you with no vis-
ible lack of recognition.Beneath the haste, beneath all the lip
gloss and clgarette smoke, within every home and fucked
away in the comers of a chaat shop lie vulnerable and naked
honesty and love, If you loak for it, you will find it. It's like a
painting: you can interprat it In a thousand ways. It was this
volatility, this very Ireadom, this

abllity to choose, blend and stand out at the same lime thal seduced me. Mumbal wasn't my city
of dreams, it was the city that taught me to dream. The arched signboard jn blue font laid on a
white background didn't look very welcoming.For one. it was siuated between roadside huts with
semi naked people washing each olher, washing plates, washing cipthes and who knows whal
else using only one bucket of water. Not exactly vour picluresque holiday get-away.Second, lhe
tall rusted iron gates with spikes that didn't even leave for the shightest peek within.Here | was, al-
ready doubting whather | was maant for this.

| started oul on 13th June 2012. The first boy | met was Raju Sheikh. Odd name? Yes,
but oddities didn't end there His dad was a Muslim businessman based in Londan.
His Hindu mom was one of his seven wives Unbelievable? | was in shock too. As il
this wouldn't suffice, he had lost her to TB on June 6th. A week hbefore | came. What
hurl was thal his tather didn't 2ven lurn up far her funerall

aN2 A few days later, he would show me her photo and | would realize the Injustice done
to her. She was good |looking you ask? No. She was absolutely stunning. MNever in my
[ife had | seen a woman who had spant hat life on the adge of paverty and yat manage
to look as radiant and well groomed as her. And for such a lady who could mesmerize
with just a snapshot, there was hardly even a proper luneral service. My heart was
wrenched oul and squeezed by the end of Day One.



Raju on the other hand gave me a ray of
hope. His English was far better than one
could've expected from a slum dwelling 8th
grader. He spent his mornings reading the
newspaper figuring out the meanings of new
words and picking up grammaltical phrases,
Self education indeed! Conversation with
him were slow as he was rather shy and re-
fused to chatter on like the rest of the kids
but the smile on his face never lefi.

Bul as fate would've had it, my time with him
was short-lived. His school began on June
15th and he was in the morning session and
| worked from 9-11 am. | couldn't and would
not also see him for a long time to come...

The Shelter didn't have many rules axcept
lor each volunteer being allotted a few kids
to teach daily and to write a log on what you
did each day which would be signed and
stamped by Father JesuMy kids weare-
Prakash and Jahangir. But by then I'd
become friends with several others as well —
wrishina, Karthik, Kumar,Govinda etc.

Early momnings began with the chorus of

street children screaming "Good Morning
DIDIN" and mid aftemoons with Veg. panear
cheese rolls, orange slush and chocolats
waffies to munch on from the nearby eater-
les while waiting for the bus to come and late
evening spent by shaking a leg to the latest
Bollywood chart toppers and cardio work
outs at the Arts inh Motion dance studio. An
easy living no? Definitely not.
The transition isn't easy. You spend hours
with under fed kids with broken families,
looking for love, hardly being able to read al-
phabets wha look up to you as though you
are the only lighl in their dark tunnel of
shunted lives and from there you think you
can easily transform into your lycra suits with
cool andreids and jump to the beais of
Chikni Chamali ?

MNo. It took me a week to adjust my con-
science and my attitude. Once you are
with them, you will never want to leave.
Once you are oul, trust me, you never
wanl to go back and feel the pain. It takes
immense strength for social workers oul
there to leave thelr comfy homes and soft,
orderly lives daily to go back to seeing the
rugged faces and empathizing with their
heartbreaking stories,

Social service isn'l meant for the kind
hearted. It isn't meant for those who will
feel bad looking at all the kids suftering
and pray for a better world. It's for those
who can walk on and'lead their lives as it
is and continue helping without it tamper-
ing the other side of their life. It's for those
who can compartmentalize life and be de-
tached. It's for those who.can look ahead
and think future rather than tWwm back and
weep for the pasl. It was not for people
like me. But yet again. | was proved
wrong.

Prakash had absolutely ZERO interest in
studying. All my coaxing and cooing o
make him learn the 26 letters of the Eng-
lish language were in vain. Jahangir, in
contrast, was tha Newton of the lot. He
had been in another NGO in Kolkata and
had picked up enough good English for
me lo have a decent conversalion with.
Moreover, his speed and sharpness in
Arithmetic left me stumped. The rest, |
had to manage with my broken Hindi. |
spent days confusing them and mysel
over "kharghosh™ and “kachua®. Tried lo
explain shade as “dhoop se bachane” and
whatnot, It was hilanous for me as well as
them but at the end of the day, | made my
point and they? They taught me more
than | could ever teach them.

One fine Monday morming , as the long
hand edged closer to 12 on the clock and
it was time to wrap up study time, Govinda
brought up the topic of Satyamev Jayate.



‘Didi. kya aap dekhte hain Satyamev
Jayate?" "Not really....kyun? Aap dekhte
ha?" “Haan, har Sunday! Brothers aur Fa-
thets ke saath!” he grinned back.

"Kal ka episode domestic violence pe tha
na?" (I genuinely had no idea how 1o trans-
late domestic viblence In Hindt)

"Yes yes” joinad In Jahangir after handing
me his Arithmetic sums for correction.
(Note: Satyamev Jayate is an Ihdian talk
show hosted by Bollywood actor and film
maker Aamir Khan. It's a show thal high-
lights social issues (n our country by victims
of such stigmas and injustices speaking on
the show. It's come under severe crificism
for commarcialization as well as being
pointless as there is nothing that one can do
by simply talking and sympathizing for an

hour éveny week) .

But besides all that, it was heavily targeted
by every other cynical and skeptical Indian.
Complaints that the show was fake and all
that it didn'l serve any purpose was 'wrought
in the media. The twesls mocking this show
were never- ending. I'd given up thinking
thet changing the mindset of Indians would
take more than an era.But little did | realize
the valus that the show was imparting to the
lower classes.
Jahangir states "Ek aurat ke maarna nahi
chahiye. Usko izzat karna bahul zaroor
hai!”™ The other children nod in silent agree-
ment. More than my alphabets and num-
bers, it's these values that will help them
alang in lite. It was this small statement that
would make a world of difference in their
future, Coming from battered families where
thiey have seen all kinds of abuse, morals
and values like these when inculcated, will
lead lo a more educated India. A better edu-
cation that even our dear Kapil Sibal could
hope to provide.He gave me a lobacco
stained smile as | looked at him lost in
thought.

2012

And my day was made. The world is a
funny thing. It gives you hope and happi-
ness but the next second it throws you
face first into the dirt.

Prakash had stopped leaming with me
and I'd told Brother that he required spe-
cial attention as | doubted tha! he was
slightly dyslexic.Jahangir was nowhere in
sight. |1 caught hold of ane of the small
kids and asked him to go to their dorm
and call him. He wasn't there either. |
almost slarted to worry whan Father told
that he'd gone for his medical checkup.So
that was the day | got another set of Kids-
Govinda and Kurnar.

"Mostly it is loss which teaches us the
worth of things." B Arthur Schopenhauer
Little did | know that | would recall the
above line and smile ten days from now
when | would bid goodbye to
Gavinda.Some attachments come over
time; sotme come because of whal you
mean to each other and some just be-
cause it's meant to beMine and
Govinda's bond fell into the second cal-
egory, A dark skinny little bundle of
naughtiness that he was! Refusing to
learn from anyone and still hadn't learnt
the basic alphabets....untll | came along.
| don't know if it was because | was genu-
inely keen on helping him, or whether | re-
minded him of someone in his past but we
instantly hit off. | finished teaching the
entire set ol alphabels in less than 2
hours and he was proudly reciting to
anyone who would give him an ear. Trust
me; it's difficult to teach children when
they have no willingness to leam

The next day he came and told me he'd
practiced and recited it all over again and
| gave him a Hi-5. We were inseparable
after that,



It was my final week at the Sheller and even
the monsoon rains were dropping by once in
awhile. A happy time playing around and
teaching them out of this big picture ency-
clopedia | had bought for them. From galax-
ies to volcanoes, | told them all | could about
the world outside the four walls of the cream
solored building in Vadala.

Govinda had become exceedingly fond of
me as we played games and | taught him
numbers. For someone who once thought,
h& would never be able lo read or write. |
had given a chance. It was a feeling that
both of us couldn't describe with mere
words and this made it all the more difficult
to break the news that | was leaving that
Sunday.But when | did tell them, they didn't
understand the implications till a few days
before | actually left. Assuming my college
was in Mumbai, they thought | would come
avery Sunday and spend time with them, |
cringed within when | told them that | studied
in Coimbatore and saw their faces fall.
"When will you come back™ was a queslion
that was repeatedly asked but the silent
qguestion thal never left their lips was "Will
you come back?"

Govinda refused to talk much about it and
was content in ignoring the whole affair. | de-
cided I'd make my last day memorable and
bought a huge chocolate cake for them. Gov-
inda had earlier said "Don't spend too much
an he cake okay?" | laughed and told him not
lo worry about such things.

Mafidull was the cutes! of the lot and he
begged" Mat jao didil" and it nearly broke my
heart.Bul my lessons were far from over...
Even in the last few days, | realized whal per-
severance and courage meant. A random
conversation with Nitesh brought up the fact
that he was an orphan. "Papa diwall mein
gaya aur mama holi mein"Those words stung.
It wasn't the death but the occasion. A ¢hild
who will have to spend two of North India's
most festive celebrations In mourning. Il was
a cruel curse and all my faith in God
crashed.Yel he asked me “College Diwali aur
Christmas ke liye chutti dega na? Tho uss
samay mein idhar aana” with & big smile and
twinkle in his ayes,

| laft the Shelter that day. a wounded soul.



The cake cutting was fun and the kids had their share. In fact, we had some left over pieces for
the side staff as well. Alter clicking several photos, | bid them all goodbye. Most of them turned
and ran away to play games.| walked away feeling wonderful and nurtured from within when a
voice called out “DIDI!" | saw Govinda wave fervently fram the windows. | waved back and turned
the corner. He wasn't done yet though; he had tound another window on the rear side of the
building and startled me with another cry.

| looked around and spotied his orange tee belween the leaves. | smiled and waved my blue um-
brella at him.And | recalled the lines of Schopenhauer. It wasn't loss but it was a Good Bye and
it taught me the weight of the word Didi. And as | sit typing out this |ong dreary word document
that will probably get tucked away and be read by handiul tew, | realize onge again that the world
runs and will forever run solely on the well wom but valuable wheels of our dear Mother
Hope And social service? Itisn't only aboul “intervening through resesarch, policy, community or-
ganizing, direct practice. and teaching on behalf of those afflicted with poverty or any real or per
ceived social injustices and violations of their human rights."Butit's also about lighting up those
dark lives with the lantern of Hope.

God Bless us all. Amen.

Phaoto Courtesy
Sabarsesh Il CSE
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I'm going to talk about 2 certain instances that happened to affect me In a very ethereal sense of late. They took
place probahly a month apart and my state of mind af the end of each encounter, was in sharp contrast. Every
one of us is bound to come across such insiances and we might introspect or might completely ignore them bot
it's these instances that tend to mould us into what we are or who we've becomea. Keeping a full stop there, let
me jump directiy to the point. I've heen meaning to write an introspective piece for 2 while now and the thing is,
| also want to indulge a comic sense into everything. Now these are 2 styles that just do not go hand-in-hand.
And a realization struck upon me, an the eve of my 21st birthday, I'm getting old and what in god’s name do |
have to show far my past 2 decades in this world.. .7

| had gone out for dinner with my parents one night and hit the restroom there. There were those very fancy taps
that intrigues me very much. They easily signified man’s perfection in toiletry engineering and yes, | did just
coin that term. | pressed, washed and dried. But the damn water wasn't stopping. | tried pulling out the button,
pressing it further in, screwing the top. ..the whole shebang, thinking that it was stuck. No avail! And then this
little girl, probably around 8 yrs old, give or take, comes up, amused, and says that it'll turn off on its own. Like
the pompous and-arrogant engineer that | am, bent down and started looking for some darn sensors: Nada! And
then | triumphantly looked back at the girl to tell her off. That, unfortunate as | was .turned out to be precisely
the time the 1ap chose to stop. The sweet little angel then says "see uncle!” And she went of on her own way, ba-
sically gliding, leaving me-in a state of the much-hyped Troll face. At that point | remembered when | used to he
the one telling older people stuff like that! A realization sunk in. A drop of cold sweat trickled down my back. My
mouth gaped. And | was in shock. My entire life flashed before my eyes

“hlink 1°- Passing ot of collegs followed by work and witat-nol -
'biink 2°- Marriage and having to start acting ke a qrown-uj q, 1
sinoe. . wall. .. your respansibility Just gol
gExird pay.
"hlink 3°-children and then thair studies. # 1 L
"hlink A" grandchildran . f t [}
. } | ¢ LR H * 1] ‘
“blink 5°- retiramant home { considaring the currant crap of 5

kits, dan't he shockad by that 1ast nnae)

“blink 6°- don’t think tirthor, dod forbid!! . f



And that’s when a disgruntled customer, waiting for hig turn to use the taps, “ahem™-ed me. | apologize
and turned on my heel and basically galloped out. It's been extensively pointed out and plagiarized in ba-
sically every book. But what H.G.Walls feratold, when he said that life was entirely a circle, was true and
| wasn't an exception. None of us are. And my mind goes out to the F.R.LE.N.D.S (tv series) scene where
Joey flipped out when he became 30. We can’l make any deals with God! We're all here to live out our
term, enjoy ourselves and ideally make a difference.

I've enjoyed myself and I'm nowhere close to belng done! I'm not gonna waste my time putting up face-
hook status updates or new year resolutions. | didn't even have a bucket list. This all seemed menial fo
me at that time. But what scared me the most was -* Have | made a difference?"....

And the following day, | completely forgot about the incident and went about life, jolly as ever....

Now this second incident happened when | was travelling for home on our much sought after *home-
pass”. | had taken a train, which | loved travelling by mainly because the noise the train made fend fo
mask the drone of my fellow travelers. Hance | had this lovely and unguestionable excuse to anything
someong asks me, by saying- "I'm sorry, whal?”. And the love is even stronger when | get myself a
window seal in a half-emply compartment devoid of toddlers. So one day while travelling, having all my
needs fulfilled, | was gazing out into the wilderness and, with my music player on full volume, was having
a very enjoyahle trip. We slowed down into some station and for the life of me, | can’t seem to remember
which one. That's when | saw this not-so-old-man wearing a ragged shirt and a hand-me-down mundu
whilst walking harefoot in the station, And the barefoot part was what gol to me, considering the appalling
state of cleanliness al our beloved railway stations.

o
it

The man wasn't going anywhere and considering his outlook, he really didn't seem like he'd been any-
where in'a while now, And like a shot oul 'of the blue, he came over to my window and asked if | could
spare some change. | just ielt horrible. Here | was, all comfy and judging a person for his lifestyle just be-
cause | could. The realization hit me that both of us could have had our lifestyles exchanged had the coin
flipped in his favour. But it flipped in mine and | didn't acknowledge it. | didn't even use it to help a poor
soul. | dished out 20 bucks for the guy and that was thal. He left thanking me. And the train eased out of
the station, leaving me in a2 mess. | still haven't made a difference. This gave me an understanding......
that trains wait at stations for TOD long. Hence causing these common “delays-due-to-unforseen-circum-
stances”.

Gotchal :D

To all my conscious readers, | just fell like writing. And the * gotcha™ was for you assuming a heart-rend-
ing and hope-filling end to the story. | wrote this not to induce sympathy, Not to sound out any social
sirens. Not to act like a concerned citizen. But fo just point out that ANYONE can write! It brings out the
person within, releasing one’s true unbiased inclinations. And thanks to the freedom of speech act, it’s
free! That's pretty much a load off our shoulders, being Indian and all!

it really Is a surprise when people. for a change, send something to the magazine that doesn’t hit you on
an emotional level and makes you go * Man! That was deep!” And | do hope that the ambiguity in the title
did grab your attention and | pray that a smile has whisked your features on reading this sentence!
Good day to one-and all. May your quills stay ever sharp!



Blind Man’s Game

This is NOT a technical article, it's meant for all readers; it may seem like
one, but it is not. In fact, if you are totally unrelated to any field of
engineering, then it's a good opportunity for you to get a rough idea about
engineering (electronics and communication in particular).

Since my school days, many engineers like Thomas Alva Edison, Wright brothers, Dennis Ritchie
alc. have always awed me, because they ‘created something which never exsted before. Il was'
vary difficult for people in 16005 10 concelve about slectriciiy, 1slephones, computers slc. But, itis a
question of survival for people of 1oday without these technologies. | like the way my father works
(he's a scientist), always working towards finding solutions for major technological projects. All thase
factors inspired me to become an engineer. | opted lor Electronics and Communication Enginearing
In particular due to the kind of promise thig field gave by its rapid pace of innovations.

But, after $pending three years of my life on a course called Electronics and Communicatian
Engineering, |'was left wondering "Whal exactly electronics and communication @ngineering 1s all
aboUt?". This I notl an exaggeration because all | saw was equations in every direction of the colurse
which | couldn't relate to the real life. And Please! For Heaven's sake, don't glve me answers llke
‘Communication engineering involves the methods of communicating between a source and
destination through waves i RF region, in electromagnetic spectrum’ or "Electronics engineering is
all about current flowing through different components like capacitor. inducter etc.”: (Whal is wrong
with those answers?)- Well, the prablem is | dant sea them happeaning!

Lisually for any given problem, | prefer relating with the problem throughoul the process of finding a
salution; and | definitely don't prefer dissecting the given problem inte several mathemalical models
and, further complicate the situation by going deeperinto deriving the eguations and, finally analyze
the solution in terms of a huge and ugly mathematical result obtained,

For example, given below is a basic schematic of a BJT(Bi-Polar Junctiort Transistor, it can be
undersiood as a switch thal cantrols larger current basad an smaller currents), The ocurrent through
Base (B) contrals the flow of current through C{Collector)
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If a mechanical engineer or an aeronaulical engineer s analyzing a maching or an engine, he may
predict what the machine or engine does by 'ebaerving’ ils individual parts: Bul, while analyzing a
cirouit( take BJT cireuit given balow as an example), it's not at all possible ta predict it's functionality
using the above logic. Thouah | tried many times lo analyze the circuit based on the function of
individual components, but finally, il | need o know its overall behavior, then | need to use the
prescribed equations of BJT and apply Kirchheff's voltage and current equatlons and interpret the
result based on the mathematical result obtained. (Maybe an intuitive feeling is developed by
repeatedly solving such equations, but the point is we cannal even make a roligh guess about the
behaviour of the cirouit without the support of mathematics)

Il seems as if, the whole cirpull |s a black-box and we need a ol called mathemalics 1o act as a
mirror for us to analyze the intermal warking.

IFthis Is the case with electronics engineering, then one might be as well dumbstruck when he sees
the way communication enginaering is being done. Because. as mentioned earlier, communication
anginaaring is the ability o send a message from ong point to another using 'slectromagnelic waves'.

Now. when | observed that, since it was not possible to feel the presance of the wave with any of
Ihe physical senses , | was very curibus as how people were making a living in this Tield. OF course,
based on my experignce with this course, dealing with a myriad of mathematical equations, | can
immadiately deduce mathematics as an answar,

Even when mathematical models are created. they are used as mere toois basad on what we teel
threugh our physical senses, bul | observad thal the communication theory entirely depends on the
mathematics. For example, 8 sound enginger makes mathematical models for his audio syslem
based on what sound ha is supposed lo ‘hear’; a civil engineer decides the reliability of the building
foundation based on ‘hardness', and then depends upon the mathematical models (o measure the
level of hardness: But & communication engineer mainly works on the mathematical parametersi.e.,
calculates how good the signal i, during transmission and reception (Signal-to-Naise Ratio or SNR),
calcutates the error invalved during the transmission -this opens the gateway to a whole new subject
called, Information Theory which is purely mathematical. The funny part i3 even the almospheric
behavior (usually tarmed as channel) are triad to frame down Info squations [| do somalimes wondar
naw ‘my' behavior can be modelad into equations).

Now that we have asked so many questions, we might as wall ask ene final one (the cruclal one)- Is
mathemalics to be blared for sliminating the 'aesthetics’ of the subjecl? The answer- Nal Because
on a closer gbservation we can see thal communication engineering (and alse electronics
engneenna) is a subject in itself that deals with something ‘beyond the reach of our senses and
mathematics is the lool which makes it possible for us to be within the reach of the subject,

The botlom line - Mathematics iz THE hght for us (electronics and communication ﬂng_i'naers in
particular) to move forward. Electronics and Communication engineering is indeed a blind man's
garne after alll

. Venkatesh Vishnu Anirudh
Final Year
. ECE




The distant dream of
Gynarchy

1

There is just one wish of mine, and I'm sure it is the
wish of every woman on Earth - to make such men
understand that women are a symbol of love,

patience and reverence, and should not be seen as
an object of pleasure.

J)



| was in the college basketball court trying to
make some good shots when my friend
Aaradhna asked, "Uttara did you read today's
newspaper?” Within a few minutes | understood

what had happened. The flashing news of the

rape and brutal harassment af a 23 year old girl
from Delhi shook the whole nation, and the slow
response of the government despite the protests
fram the public added fuzl 1o the fire, Personally
| was flabbergasted. The cacophony of voicesin
my hostel corridol’ spoke volumes about the
anguish, cancem and anxiety amongst the gills.
| eould hear comments like "hang the rapisis”,
‘What a hopeless government. You know if this
were lo happen in Saudi.,..”, “poor girl, she isin
a critival stale...." It was my friend Gayathrl who
hit upon a plan to create an event on facebook
calling for a group prayer and wellness ol
society, and we invited many of our friends for it.
Just like this, in the days that followed, |
contributed to the welfare of women In small
ways like signing pettions fo hang rapists,
canvassing ideas for safety of women, and
loining groups like ‘volunteer for a better India'.
On the very nexl day | and two of my close
friends Gita and Gayathri had to go to the ity to
make purchases for our project work, “Girlsl
Keep Ihis with you”, said Gayathrl. "Whall Are
you serious?" | exclaimed. She gave usknivesto
keep with us tor safety. Gitafound It a little funny

and told us that it would puoke ug belore it ceuld.

be used against eve-teasars! She was right.

Since my quaint Iooking bag was made of thin
cloth, the knife kept poking me a little, but | didn’t
remove IL | was worried that we would be caught
for camying knives while passing through the
sacurity check in malls. Anyways we prayed
deeply to all the gods and goddesses for a safe
journey,

The rapugnant feeling towards hooligans didmn't
fade away. We began to fake up everything
seriously, If a ran walking on the road would just
glance at us for a second, we would feel that he
was eve-leasing, and sowe would glare back in
return. We even remained disdainful lo the bus
conductor. Poor fellow! He only asked for fickets,
but we felt he was unnecessarily ttying 1o stand
close 1o us. All such imaginary fears Kept
cropping in our rminds. | knew this was a negalive
attitude; a state called vikalpa- unwanted lears,
put due to the dire situation in Delhi. we failed to
remain unflappable. In the supermarke! we
asked if they were salling pepper spray.

| ance read in the newspaper thal pepper spray
s a pood defensive tool for women while
travelling. The shopkeepet didn't comprehend
what wa asked for since he fished out a packe! of
pepper and gave it to us. 1 still remember how we
began to gel random lhoughts and ideas like
employing only women as gardeners(if we ever
have a garden in future), lady auto or car drivers
to plck up our future kids from school, a
watchwomar and all sorts of workers as women,
It soon became four in the evaning. Knowing that
it would take us an hour to reach our college. we
planned 1o leave immediately. We realised that
the safes! place in the world was our college
campus!| The light security and list of rules 1o be
followed didn't seemy 1o be Irksome as it did
before, This was how our day ended.

Now the question arises as to how can a girl like
me lead a life withaut fear for the next sixly years
it sorme people are so prufana'? There is jusl one
wish of mine, and I'm sure |t is the wish of every
woman on Earth = to make such men understand
that women are a symbol of love, patience and
reverance, and should not be seen as an object
ol pleasure. The day this happens, thera will be
Heaven an Earth
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Rendezvous




st Married, Please Excuse

Dhwani's Karthik Margabandhu caught up
with her for a brief interview. ..

To start off things. | hanpened te have glanced at this boak when was buying some
thing at fipkart and the title amused me and it made me wonder what the book was about, |
happened to ask around and inally got hold af it and read it | wanted (o know more abour the
author and that'swhen [ happened to come acrass your profile and | found it ra be quite inter-

osting. What do you actually dofor your living !

YL Well, I'm a marketing professional, currently with the
Hindstan Times Group. I've handled all forms af
marketing, from Traditional Mediz te Online Marksting
and was recently the Business Head fora Movie Review
partal called Desimartin, before | went on a
sabbatical for few months

wehik: Marketing means quite g work loaed. Now that
you are a mother of three, don't you find it a bit difficult to

manage? How do you copeup with the dual identities?

L It's definitely not easy! I'm not just working and 3 mothe
of three, which istough enough by itsell, but 1 alsa have
writing ambitions = my first novel was published in
August 2012 by HarperCollins; and the second one,
which I'm finishing now, will be out in 2013,

I'think | was trying to jugale too many balls, and was
afraid of drupping something, so | decided

o take my sabbatical - it was necessary for me to step
back, take stock, reprioritize - | have spent more tims
with my family over the last few menths, and it's
Brought a lot more clarity ta my life,



rarthik: You are an active blogger too, | always fimd your blog being leaded with posts and you seem
to find time to Update it reglifanly, What made you incline towards blogging?

YL Weall, my blog may be flonded with posts, but |'ve been blogning sinee 2006! | try to blog reg-
ularly, but I don’t think I'm abie to be all that frequent these days, | don't knpwe what mitimlly
made me get into blegging - perhaps it was the long-supressed desire ta just write samething
But the Blog ended up being vary ussful Iy bardous ways, In et now with Inditlegger and
lHarperCaoliing, I'm mentoring semeshing calied the ‘Ges Publishad’ contest, wharsin bloggers
Get 1o/ submit short stories which could end up n 3 HarperCollins book. The detaiis ar2 on the
microsite Indibloagerin/astpulilished’ | personally feel | awe alot to blogaing, and wollld love
to helpother blnggers achieve their drearm to get putblished too.

R ITuiAS @ marketing professianal, haw did the rransitipn to anauthor of two DOOKS happen?

| haven't even bothered to
change the names of most
characters because they are
members of my family, and
I'm assuming they won't sue

L LR

Yo haven's really transitioned — | plan'te
go back to the world af Marketing. The first
boalk just sort of got wrilten on my miiter-
nity lgave in 2010 - 1 had my twins aftera
complicated surgery, and realized that life
is short, so it makes sense to wark at yaur
dreams as guickly s possible. The second
bork was finished during this sabbatical. |
intand to Reep writing, but don’t Lthirk |
shall ever do it full-iime. it's notmy day
ji31
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Karzhik. As | told you before, Just Morried, Pleose Excuse”, the name really caugnt my atrention,
It's rather an.odd or @ unigue name 1o came up with. Could you plense eluckdate us on the novel?

YL: This book is about the story of the early years of marringe between a hot-termpered Delhi
gitl and her laid-back husband. It's unabashedly

autoblographical — | haven't even bothered to change the namesy of most characters be-
cause they are members of my family, and I'm assuming they won't sue me, The hook is ba-
sically a hilarious take, and tells a story which a lot of paopli say they can relate to, It's going
into a reprint already, within just a few months of launch - s0it's been recaived very well.
I'm glad ~ | like the thought of making so many people laugh! |

Karthik. There are a lot of blogaersiwaiters these days. Peaple wiite about enything ond every-
thing they could think of ar retate to. Seeing that you are quite an authar and a professianal in
the freld of blogging and writing, what suggestions dao you glve to the young minds out thers?

YL: | don't cansidar myseli 3 professional in writing - I'm Just one and a halfboaks old right
pow, But Fdo want o t2ll the ‘young minds" out there - please explorevarious things - you
may find a combinatian of things that works {or you. There are no set answers, you have to
find your way yourself. And that's what makes [ife exciting. Pleass belleve In yourselvas and
yaur own unhitiue talents - just try not 1e put off your dreams or too long.

Kartfsik, Sowill there be a sequel or anather book qriytime sopn?

YL: The second book is the story of & divorced man trving to figure out lifs. It will be out in
August ar September 201 3. The sequel to Just Mairied, Please Excuse will be out perhaps
i 2014 — if I'managse to write it later this year. The tentative pame for the third book (the
unwritten sequel) ls ‘Stlll Married, Thank You,

And I'm still looling for = anod name. for the second book, out latar this yearl Hopefully
vou'll hear of it saon. i




Vijay.S.Athreye cofounded the FINISH program in the year 2009 and

has been assisting in its implementation ever since as a member of

the Program Management Board

Karthik: To start off things, I read your profile to find mind bogagling achievements,
Could you tell me the motto behind FINISH, as to the reason why it was started?

Vijay Athreye: Finish began as an engagement strategy with the implementing
partners of TATA AIG Micro life Insurance program. I felt TATA AIG could develop mare
insurance products where habit change to hygienic practices like sanitation could be
incantivised through health micro insurance preducts which would mean up selling
ppportunity for TATA AIG with lowered risks of claims. At the same time Implamenting
partners of TATA AIG  (NGO's /MFI's ) would have two additional streams of income for
their arganisation in distributing health insurance products and in assisting their target
1arket with sanitation loans and in construction of safe household toilets.
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Karthik: But Sir, Didn't you study Engineering? What made you pursue Management?

Vijay Athreye: Even 1 wonder why! 1 guess 1 studled Chemical Engineering but
became a Comical Engineer so thought T could correct that with management! Actually
mast people in our generation Shobhana, Deepak all pursued engineering with
management degrees. 1 guess that's what most of us end up doing. Don't know why?

Karthik: You are right. Management after Engineering has become the order of the
day. Coming back to FINISH, Does the acronym have any deeper meaning?

Vijay Athreye: Financial INclusion Improves Sanitation and Health, that's what FINISH
stands for. What we are trying In FINISH is to bring aspects of microcredit and micro
insurance{financial inclusion),to improve sanitation so that the outcome is health
improvemeant.

Karthik: That's really a catchy name for a purposeful cause. But you have held
business development, marketing and strategic consulting assignments both in the
middle east and in India for over 19 years, what made you incline towards FINISH all of
a sudden?

Vijay Athreye: The thought of impacting lots of people.

Karthik: That's really thoughtful. Apart from spreading awareness abaout sanitation,
You are also a speaker at various national and International conferences on (ssues of
sustainable development. Could you elucidate us on one such conference which Is close
to your heart?

Vijay Athreye: The one at Munich in 2005 November organised by Munich Re
Foundation., This Is where 1 presented my first ever case study on good and bad
practices of Micro insurance which [ had co-authored with Jim Roth. I represented TATA
AIG at this conference and our program in India suddenly gained a wide acceptance by
the Indlan, Chinese, and Tanzanian regulators for insurance thereafter.

Karthik: It's really nice to see you give a lot of importance to cause. Where do you see
vourself and FINISH 10 years from now?

Vijay Athreye: 1 see myself as an old man. FINISH is still not FINISHED, It will take a
while before India gets fully covered with good sanitation. So till then we will not stop
werking.
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002: Eugapean Junior Championship Bronze Medal 50 maters

. - d

2004: Participant in Athens Qlympics. 100 freestyle 31st . and d= 100
fedisy Relay 140,
» 2005. European Championship Bronee Medal 50 meters Butterfiy.
* 2006: European Champlonship Silver Medal §x50 moters Mediey

= 2008: Participant in Beijing Olvmpics. 50 meters Freestyia 29th
I
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, . Human being uses 14% of his blood for his brain, 24% for his muscles and the rest for
{1 -, hisorgans. When an athlete is performing at his maximum ability, 14% of the blood to
his brain is now only 4% and 75% goes to the muscles. So, duringan athletic
performance, there is a dip in the amount of blood that goes to the brain. Maybe that
is the reason why sportsmen are nicknamed Meat Heads and the stereotype of an
athlete being a little stupid or simple.
| am one of those Meat Heads, or | used to be one....... g q

F =

Set in the magnificent Olympic standard
swimming pool of Amrita, standing tall, a
little over six feet, braving the scorching

ood sport 1o every query my mind
sun, amidst chirping enthusiastic ’ P L

spewad:
swimmers, you observe Akhilesh Matti j
Rajakyla has just 'swirmming’ on Q: Starting off with the
his nflﬁd; however cu|r|'|irlatil'lg the st ahvious query'In

training session
with a humble prayer §
'‘Lokah Samastah ;
Sukhino Bhavantu,
one is instantly
forced to observe
another

side to him,
Shedding light on
both aspects and
plenty in between, Akhilesh played

auir Indian minds. .
The unigue
pronuncialion of your
name and a litlls
aboul your Finnigh
background...

A My name. Akhllesh
Matli Rajakyla,
Akhilesh is the name
qgiven by Amma and
Malll Rajakyla Is my



Finnish name (here he sxplains Matll (pronounce: like the
Malayalam ward for the Sardine fish). Rajakyla (pronounce:
Rayakilz)). In Fintand, | atterided Makelanrinne

(ma-kelan-fin-né) Sports High School and graduated in the year

2004.

Q: Could vou tell us more about vour-school, your experiences
lzading untc thare ant bayond. ..

A: Being guite an athletic ehild, my father enrolled me for

swimming lessans, where | wasn't quile the performer, however BN LAt 2T g 0

my mareased hours ol training, my evel supportive coach and
positive drive from my peer group al High School paved way 1o
my professional swimming caraer. My caresr saw an
axponentlal growth during this period. At the age of 16 | was in

Q: Speaking of The Alhens Olymipics, 2004, which sef you
apart as an Olymplan Swimmer, what were the highlights of
baing a part of the world's greates! sporiing event?

A: | was just 20 at that time and the whole idea was fun and
games ta me. The expenence was unreal and | was privileged
le wilness sport stars from every leld (recollects: NBA starg,
Usain Boll. Maurice Green...). You know the whole world is
‘waltchirig your evary rova, avan then, | falt no pressurs and In
fact we gave a decent performence (finishad 141h in the
medley relay (4x100m)).

114 Citius altiis Tortius s the old Latin slogan of The
Olympic garhies, It maans faster, Bighar and strongetr.

The ancient tradition of spoits.in Olympics was based

on high wvalues Even though there was tough
compétition, there was a biretherhood, which bound

the athleies together 39

From 2006, | starled developlng as a swimmer and hings
began 1o faks a serigus lum. | realisad tha compstitive
reafity of the sport at The Beijing Olympics. 2008, when |
migsed the 16th positian by 0.25, not making I 1o the top 8
by 0.5s and missing the medal by a second (1he event was
50 meters Freestyle, where he secured the 29th position).

Q: Life past 20087

A By 2008 my oullook towards the game had moved toa
senous level and the fun was lost. | reallsed that it was time
far me 1o step back far a while and | remembler telling the
reporters back In Finland that | needed (o fall in love with
e sport.

the world haye -immense
creative power (Tauke).
They have the ability to use
their body it a manner that
goes to great neights and
lengths. Dan't think that
hard work is the anly wayto
success, Hard work of course
is necessary, but it taices a fot
of crealivity to make the

hard work fruitful. The best

athletes in the world besides
hard work, have found a
unique way o put it into
praclice. They are nol Just
aware-of the movements of
their body but also of thelr
rmind,



It was around this time when | first mel Amma, in the year 2008 on one of her visits 1o Finland.
Q: Would you call this meeting a turning point in your life?

A: Unifil then, I'd besn searching for semething all through my life. In fact | had no idea about Indian
traditions or aoything in regard with maditation or spuituality,

This was when Amma imparted a very thought provoking message: "it's not aboutl what you do

bul it's about how you do iL." She lay emphasis on love and passion in whatever you do, only

Ihen can you enjoy evary momen! of your life, Hencelorth | decided e learn mare aboul Amma's
1eachings and moved to Amnitapuri

¥ So currently, would you call 1his perod a break from prafessional swimmiha?

A: Mot exactly, now | am not pursuing professional swimming. however I'm keeping my aptians opan
and | might just compete in the Qlympics in my Torties, you naver know...

“If you give a task to a top athlete, that he is really interested in, he dives into it
and performs it in a magnificent way, and with utmost care. Working under
pressure and stress is a piece of a cake for him. While he is performing, the whole
country is watching. All eyes are on him. The pressure is tremendous!”

Q: Then narrowirg downte short-ierm pians...

A: My short-tarm plan Is-to stay in tndia. Mostly | shutlle between Amritapun and Finland. tn Finiand. |
lesch swimming and I'm also a seasonal lifeguard on the beach. Bul most of the year | spendin
Amritapur, where | fry to leam Amma's valuable teachings in arder to implemeant them in the real world

14

Amma has 1alked about connecting the two worlds, meaning the East and West. | have
always thought that these seemingly different cullures have a'lot ta offer for each other.
The West is like the machine, and Easl, mosltly | mean India, is the fuel. | am a big
admirer of Indian tradition and culture and the connection batwesn these two and the
possibilities | see. whalt India can offer to the world is IiInmense. Evan in sports.

_ _ _ _ b
Q: Finally, a few thoughts 1o be sharad among fellow Amritians. .

A: As westerers |n India, we come fram a different culture; the reason why we came here is because
there is so much value to he offerad to the world. | always say that India is the heart and the rest of the
warld is all the other parts of the body. | would like the youth to uphold their raditional values and Amrita.
University is a wonderful place o show whal the Indian culture truly stands for, | ask all the students to

"Sporis at its best is a wonderful way of connecting people togeiher, measuring your
strength and stamina, taking care of your body and mind. and of course enjoyving the thril
it has to offer.

I traly hope that all your efforts will take you faster, higher and stronger towards your goal,
and most of ali, try to enjoy being a Meat Head!

Om Amriteshwaryal Nam A fealure inlerview by

Megha Madan
&
Neana Prasad
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Sethu Vijay

Recently, Dr. Sethu was in the city for a conference conducted by the Computer
Society of India. Siddarth & Megha caught up with the genius for a short

Megha: Good evening sir! It is a pleasure ta do this interview and thank you so much for obliging to our

request.

Dr.Sethu! II's my pleasure o share whalever possible knowladge | ean with the fulure of our cauntry.
Sid: | read your profile online and one thing hit me. From Delfi fo Trichy to US and now UK. you've bean
exposed (o differant cultures and ways of leaming throughout your life. How doss this exposure help?

Dr Sethu Vijayakumar holds a
Personal Chair in Robotics and is
the Director of the Institute of
Porception, Action & Behavior
(IPAB) in the School of
Informatics at the University of
Edinburgh. Since 2007, he is'the
Microsoft/Royal  Academy of
Enginoering Senior  Research
Fellow In Ledrning Robotics. He
also holds additional
appointmente as  an  Adjunet

Facully of the University of
Southern California (USG), Los
Angeles, a Visiting Research
Scientist at  the ATR

Computalional Neurostience
Lahs, Kyolo-Japan and the RIKEN
Brain Science Institute, Tokyo. He
has a Ph.O. ('98) in Computer
science and Engineering from the
Tokyo Institute of Tachnology.

Dr Sethu: On an individual perspective, it has helped me make a
difference in the sociely | presently live In, Adaptabllity 15 something
which cannot be learmt but acquired and exposura helped me do thal,
You can be very good in & subject just sitting behind a table but when
you change places, you have te atdap! lo a different way of thinking and
living and this is the tricky part. For example, you can predict the stock
markets in the US but not in Japan because of the contragting cullures
but if you'ra exposed to both worlds, the [ob becomes a walk in the park,

Megha: You're also imte Optimization according lo your profife and
since you've mentioned the stock markats, may | ask how your field of
study helps in predicting the stock markels ? Rather, where do you come
inta the picture?

Dr Sathy: Well, patterns are there everywhare, We learl (o recognise
patterns from Nature and this is an important aspact of pradicting.
racognising pattems, Also, my knowledge enablss me to pradict ranges
and trends through methods like neural networks and genetic
algorithms but not values. Values are specifically left out of prediction
because |I'| can predict values then the world would want me right naw.
So, essentially predictions are predictions and they are never accurate
but what we try to do is to identify patterns, ranges and lrends and lgave
the values for markets to decide.



You should know thal optimization also involves cross validation and my role come here where | use
acerlain se! ol data lo arrive al a resull and another sel ol dala lo validate this resull. This helps me
canstantly tune the model.

Sid: Sir, moving a little towards your educational gualifications. In today’s world, there |s a constant
dilemma amongst Indian Youth abaout the relevance of Work Experience before or after higher
studies. Based on your lile, what would you sugges! is Ihe better option?

Dr Sethu: Personally, | believe work ex matiers only for Businass Schools, From whal | have seen
in my life experience, leaving a gap year or working for a briet period before specializing doesn't
always work oul to your benefil. [T you're passionale aboul a subject, especially if you're part of the
engineering lield, Il is best lo study at a stretch. At least, thal's what | think would be best to be the
best at what you do. One more imporiant advice |'would give to youngsters is this; pursue highar
studies only if you're passionate aboul the subjecl and nol just for the degree since oblaining a
degree in today's world is nowhere close to being called a degree holder in that subject. So, follow
your hearl always.

Megha: | overheard someone mantioning you're a "Secience Communicator’. Could you elaborate
on thal title?

Dr Sethu: Well, through the years, | have specialised in Oulreach, that is to take what | learn to the
pecple. Recently, | arganised an outreach program In Scotland, where we did a workshop on the
Honda azimo robot. Also. we try 1o hold an Qutreach program every Saturday and Sunday in the
college campus for the benefit of our students. | belleve In taking science to the people since It is



Sid: Sir. Simple question, which side would you choose- Innovation or invention?|

Dr. Sethu; A Generic fit all answer, depends on Individuals, It always depends on what you're
goed al. If you're & person who's excited about new things then it should be invention and i
you're someong who looks al tweaking things to it your suitability then i's inngvation. |
personally am a diplomatic person by nature so | don't prefer 1o pick sides.

Sid: Well, there's always alalk on Going Green everywhere and since you've been exposed 10
so many cultures and practices around the world, what would you comment on the scenario in
India?!

Dr Sethu: See, Going Green raguires a lot of Innovation, research and Investmant, No
immediale return is possible in this field and hence it requires brave investment strategies and
that lacks in India. Out there, we have major money in this field, with all major companies
investing on Sustainable Technology as thisis the future, Solar is the way forward for Indla as
major part of the country is exposed o a lat of Sunlight and hence, if our leaders decide to
invest, then my bet would be in Solar Technology.

A positive thing which I've observed in India is that the Economics makes sense. There is this
graan tax in India which is8 encouraging and also Monetization scheme is pretty clear. Trade
must be monitered and | can see India Going Green pretty soon,

Sid: Sir, my last question. Whenare you coming back home?)

Dr Sethu: Honestly, | have just started my career out there and my family is well setiled. |
wouldn't want to rush back just yet but | will be back when | am confident that | have the
knowledge ta make a Difference in my Mothar Nation.

Megha: And my last question, as oliché as it may sound, a message for Amiiia?

Dr Sethu: My message 1o all youngsters Is 1o follow your passion. In recent limes, the boom in
technology has made the population swing 1o trends. Itis wrong to be blocked by trends. Also,
becausa of the Internat, everyone in your generation has a very short attention span, People
loak at short term in terms of returns. But, following your passion requires a vision and
perseverance. And like Megha says, as cliche as it may sound. take the road not taken and that
will make all the difference

Sid and Meaha ! Thank you sir!
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